
 www.keypennews.org CELEBRATING 50 YEARS AS THE VOICE OF THE KEY PENINSULA  January 2023 Vol. 50 No. 1

Non-Profit  

Organization

U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 1

POSTAL CUSTOMER

CONTINUED PAGE 3

EDDIE MACSALKA, KP NEWS

Parents of  current and former Key Penin-
sula Middle School students are demanding 
change, claiming bullying is an ongoing 
issue unchecked by school administration, 
notably Principal Jeri Goebel.

Though the outcry stems from a recent 
post on the Key Peninsula, Washington 
Facebook page that drew nearly 250 
comments, some parents said they’ve 
reported bullying at the school for the last 
16 years with little or no response at times.

Heidi Michaelson, whose son is a sixth 
grader at KPMS, wrote the original post: 
“When will KPMS finally do anything about 
the bullying problem they have?” She said 
her son was seriously assaulted in a hallway 
at KPMS in November.

Others posted similar experiences, some 
claiming their kids see violence and hear 
verbal abuse on school grounds regularly. 

Two parents told KP News their children 
searched online for suicide methods after 
being bullied.

Between the start of  the school year 
and press time in mid-December, Penin-
sula School District received seven written 
reports of  harassment, intimidation or 
bullying at KPMS — far beyond any other 
in the district (see sidebar). It’s the only 
PSD school that has suspended students 
for this type of  behavior.

Leslie Livingston told KP News she had 
a daughter who went through KPMS and 
has another there now. Both experienced 
bullying at the school and she’s worried 
about her younger daughter getting into 
trouble. “I don’t want her getting so mad 
that she’ll hurt (her aggressor),” she said. 
“She may feel better at the moment, but 
that will likely haunt her.”

Some parents said that when the bullied 
students stand up for themselves they are 

the ones who get in trouble, not the bullies.
“My son got punched in the cafeteria 

and he responded physically,” said Valerie 
Brown. “He got lunch detention and the 
boy who punched him was at school the 
next day.” Brown said she tried to meet 
with Goebel multiple times to discuss the 
incident, but the meetings “went nowhere.”

Doreen, a KPMS parent who asked to 
be identified only by her first name, said 
“(My son got bullied) and felt he needed 
to stay home from school, and the school 
knows who did it and (the bullies) are still 
at school.”

“Some of  these bullied students will be 
double-victimized. First by the aggressor 
and then if  they feel they need to miss 
school,” said Dr. Sameer Hinduja, a 
professor of  criminology at Florida Atlantic 
University and co-director of  the Cyber-

Allegations of Unchecked Bullying at Key 
Peninsula Middle School Made by Parents
Parents are angry with what they see as a lack of response from the KPMS principal and the district.

TED OLINGER, KP NEWS

The Key Peninsula board of  fire 
commissioners voted 4-0 to approve its 
2023 budget for Fire District 16 at its 
November 22 meeting. The fifth commis-
sioner had an excused absence.

The budget estimates $9,677,612 in 
spending during 2023, an increase of  
2.8% over 2022. About 75% of  that will 
go to paying for employee salaries, bene-
fits and insurance, according to Fire Chief  
Nick Swinhart. 

It was the first KPFD budget for Swin-
hart, who joined the department in May 
2022 facing a budget shortfall and a public 
skeptical of  the department’s spending 
$2.125 million on Key Center real estate at 
the end of  2021 for a possible new facility. 
(See accompanying article on page 12.)

“The biggest increases (in the 2023 
budget) came from equipment purchases, 
like firefighter protective gear,” Swinhart 
said. “A lot of  the training (expense) has 
been pushed off  in the last couple of  years 
and we’re trying to catch up on that. And 
there’s vehicle and facility maintenance 
we want to get on top of.” 

The commissioners regularly fielded 
questions over the last year about the 
wisdom of  the real estate deal and other 
spending, the necessity of  a new facility, 
and whether “that kind of  money,” as 
one resident put it, could have been put 
toward “saving lives.”

“We had a lot of  discussions on this 
budget, probably more than we’ve had in 
a number of  years,” Commission Chair 
Stan Moffett told KP News. “I think we 
prudently took a look at not spending 

KPFD Approves 
2023 Budget Amid 
Questions on 
Property Purchases, 
Spending

T h e  f i r e  d i s t r i c t  w a n t s  t o  p ay  f o r 
updating equipment and training while 
cutting back on overtime.

CONTINUED PAGE 4

Welcome sign at Key Peninsula Middle School, home of the Cougars. Tina McKail, KP News
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“NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS FROM WAUNA TO LONGBRANCH” 

Here’s What I Think About That
LISA BRYAN  

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

This year we celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of the founding of Key Peninsula News. 

Of course, we might not really be 50. 
Could be 48; maybe 51? We’re celebrating 
anyway. 

The front page of this edition has 
January 2023 as Volume 50, Number 1. 
But while indexing our nearly complete 
online archive editions, dedicated volun-
teers discovered some peculiar discrep-
ancies in the timekeeping of KP News 
editors past. 

The earliest edition we have is October 
1975, which refers to even earlier editions 
within its pages, but has no volume or 
issue numbers on its front page. The 
first numbered edition we have is dated 
February 1977, which is labeled Volume 
3, Issue 2 and is notably the first edition 
that included a masthead.

That suggests the Key Peninsula Civic 
Center Newsletter, as it was originally 
called, launched in 1974. Perhaps as it 
grew in popularity (and size) someone 
decided to start keeping track and added 
the numbers.

It all worked fine until 1981 
when partway through the year 
what should have been Volume 
7 became Volume 8. Likewise, 
the year 1984 began as Volume 
11 (when it was really 10) but 
somehow ended as Volume 
12. The numbering errors 
continued, invariably followed 
by overcorrections that further 
confused the record instead of 
setting it straight again. 

Reading the archives is 
something of a folksy delight. 
Whatever the paper may 
have lacked in journalistic 
standards, it informed the 
greater community of local 
news and items of common 
civic interest, groups and 
activities, local history. Even 
newcomers will recognize 
some familiar names that grace many 
roads on the peninsula. It gave residents 
the opportunity to read about others who 
lived and worked on the KP, to learn more 
about local schools, the fire department 
and the parks and recreation district. There 
are handwritten and hand-drawn adver-
tisements, square dancing news, meeting 

dates, club bulletins, history and recipes, 
all written by hard-working local volun-
teers strengthening community bonds 
through engagement and participation.

It left a record of the time, helped 
improve the local economy, and spread 
the word long before 
anyone ever heard 
the term email.

Like most publi-
cations, there were 
good year s  and 
bad. The newsletter 
struggled, was losing 
money and by August 
2002 the KP Civic 
Center Association 
decided it was time 
to suspend publica-
tion and the presses stopped. 

But if there’s one thing I know for certain, 
it’s that Key Penners are stubborn and 
refuse to let go of a great idea for long.

A Reconstitution Committee was formed 
by the KP Civic Center Association after 
the August shutdown and went to work 
resurrecting the publication financially and 
editorially. They created new publishing 
policies to focus on supporting and 

building community by 
reporting on important 
local issues. An editor 
was hired part-time, 
and a host of people 
worked behind the 
scenes to make things 
happen. 

The newspaper you 
hold in your hands 
today would not be here 
without the people who 
made the relaunch of Key 
Peninsula News possible 
in February 2003, an 
edition indexed as Vol. 
30, Number 1. Special 
thanks to those essen-
tial committee members: 
Committee Chair Bill 
Trandum; KPCCA execu-
tive board members Loyd 
Miller, Tim Kezele, Dale 

Loy and Sylvia Haase; past KPCCA pres-
idents Betty Kelly and Dave Stratford; 
KPCCA board members Phil Bauer and 
Richard Brudvik-Lindner; Dave Brasfield, 
Ken Bushnell,  Marjorie Dietz, William 
Dietz, Marty Marcus, Vicky McClung, Hugh 
McMillan, Simon Priest, Colleen Slater, 

Bob Stackhouse, Ann Taylor, Ed Taylor, 
Rodika Tollefson, Irene Torres, Alice Tramil. 
Special thanks as well to the Angel Guild 
for their generous support for the 2003 
reformation, support that continues today. 

It was there, buried inside an early 
edition that our enquiring 
team found the key to 
answering the question 
of our founding, suffi-
cient to celebrate 50 
years in print. 

The October 1975 
edition mentions that 
a Larry Nichols was 

“the person respon -
sible for getting this 
paper started.” Further 
searching found another 

reference to him in our September 1977 
edition:
“In this issue we would like to spotlight 

Larry Nichols of Longbranch for his contri-
butions to our community,” we reported. 
Nichols was elected president of the KP 
Civic Center Association in 1972. “At 
that time, he was interested in tying the 
community together through a newsletter, 
the forerunner of the present Key Penin-
sula Newsletter. He carried it on during 
his second term in 1973, and it became 
an established project.”

Which makes us 51 in 2023, on our 50th 
anniversary?

We decided to ask a responsible adult 
for guidance.
“You would not believe how many small 

and even bigger publications have this 
problem,” said Ilona Perry, library associate 
at the Tacoma Public Library’s Northwest 
Room, who kindly received our 44-year 
collection of KP News editions for pres-
ervation into perpetuity.
“It has us grinding our teeth trying to 

figure dates, volume and issue numbers. 
There is no set protocol, and what you are 
suggesting — staying with the current 
volume count and acknowledging the 
discrepancy — is the best solution. 
And most importantly: Stay consistent 
from now on. Congratulations on your 
upcoming anniversary!”

That sounds like a yes.
Happy 50th Anniversary to Key Penin-

sula News with many thanks to the many 
hundreds of people who put their shoulder 
to the wheel of this work over five decades, 
and to the many thousands of donors who 
made it possible. n
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bullying Research Center, when he was 
made aware of  the KPMS complaints by 
KP News.

Though many parents told KP News 
their bullied child had missed school as 
a direct result of  an incident, Assistant 
Superintendent Dan Gregory said he didn’t 
recall hearing that.

KP News requested interviews with 
Goebel, Gregory, and Risk and Compli-
ance Manager Sara Hoover, who receives 
all written reports of  bullying. The 
district consented only to Gregory. 

When asked about complaints directed 
at Goebel, he said, “While I won’t talk 
about individual administrators, I do 
think our administrators are well trained.”

He believes the district has done a 
good job implementing its anti-bullying 
policy but acknowledged the district 
needs to do a better job communicating 
with parents when bullying happens. He 
did meet with Michaelson soon after her 
Facebook post went up in November. 

“I think where the frustration comes 
from is what qualifies as bullying,” he 
said. “We really want to teach how to 
report various behaviors.”

The state Office of  Superintendent of  
Public Instruction protocols note that 
“harassment, intimidation and bullying 
are closely related, but not identical,” 
and the OSPI website has definitions 
of  each.

A mother of  a former KPMS student 
who wanted to be identified only by her 
first name, Melany, said they moved to 
the KP because of  a severe bullying 
situation at another school district.

“We weren’t (at KPMS) too long before 
my daughter got threatening messages 
and posts on social media,” she said. 
“The school said they can’t do anything 
about social media because it’s not their 
domain. My daughter’s phone got taken 
away from her because she was trying 
to call me to tell me, but those who 
made the post got to keep their phone.” 
Melany has since switched districts again.

Dr. Hinduja said schools are required 
to do something about cyberbullying.

“If  what students experience in school 
is a byproduct (of  online bullying 
or harassment), even if  the bullying 
happens outside the school, the school 
is still required to do something.”

According to OSPI’s harassment, 
intimidation and bullying protocols, if  
an electronic message “has the effect of  
substantially interfering with a student’s 
education” it should be considered as 
one of  the three.

“Schools need to be particularly sensi-
tive to mental health issues (from cyber-
bullying),” said Dr. Hinduja.

Some parents of  elementary school 
students are weighing their options as 
they make decisions on whether to send 
their kids to KPMS.

Brenda Smart and her husband, Aric, 
both attended PSD schools in the 1980s 
and 1990s. She has great memories of  
the “inspiring and passionate” teachers. 
They have a son who attends Evergreen 
Elementary, and after the bullying alle-
gations at KPMS, she’s debating whether 
to let him attend or to homeschool him. 
“I want our children to be excited about 
learning and not worried about getting 
bullied,” she said.

Others have already pulled their kids 
from KPMS to homeschool or send to 
private school.

“Evergreen and Vaughn (elementary 
schools) are working so hard, because 
those teachers and administrators are 
on the same page,” said a mom of  a 
former KPMS student, who asked to 
remain anonymous. “(KPMS) has no 
structure and no clear rules. It’s like a 
free-for-all.”

Some of  the issues and claims of  
lack-of-action may be due to limited 
knowledge of  how to report a safety 
concern. Most parents told KP News 
they called the school or sent emails 
with no response. 

The school and district websites have a 
“Report a Concern” link at the bottom of  
the screen to report bullying and safety 

concerns, and OSPI protocols suggest 
parents should both call the school and 
file a written complaint online. Schools 
and the district are obligated to inves-
tigate all complaints, big or small, and 
must develop a report with a resolution.

Michaelson said she never filed a 
Report of  Concern for her son’s case.

“Policies are just words written down 
on paper. They’re just symbolic unless 
you have people implementing these poli-
cies,” said Dr. Billi-Jo Grant, professor 
of  statistics at Cal Poly State University. 
She’s also the Chief  Operating Officer 
at McGrath Training Solutions, an orga-
nization that trains school districts to 
provide safer, more effective learning 
environments for students and staff.

Dr. Grant believes that’s why the 
investigation part is so important for 

schools to do. “If  the school isn’t doing 
a prompt, thorough investigation, how 
do they know if  it’s something minor 
or something egregious?” she said. “I 
think every concern (at KPMS) should 
have an outcome report with the steps 
they took to remediate.”

But Dr. Grant also knows it’s tough for 
schools. “They’re trained to be educators, 
not investigators. They’re dealing with 
daily fires and it’s not uncommon for 
the administrators to not be equipped 
to handle these investigations.”

Goebel is set to retire from KPMS at 
the end of  the school year, but parents 
said they want more accountability from 
the school and district administrators in 
the short-term, and long-term changes 
like a complete culture overhaul at the 
school. n

BULLYING FROM PAGE 1

The numbers below were provided by the Peninsula School District and reflect HIB-re-
lated incidents filed online through “Report a Concern” on the main PSD and school 
websites from the beginning of the school year to mid-December. Filing a complaint is 
the only way to guarantee an investigation into an incident. Simply calling or emailing a 
school to complain does not. Most parents KP News interviewed for this article did not 
know or were not told how to file a complaint. The real number of incidents is therefore 
likely higher across the district than shown here. PSD is obligated to investigate every 
complaint that comes through Report a Concern.

Key Peninsula Middle School - 7
Artondale Elementary - 4
Gig Harbor High - 2
Goodman Middle School - 3
Harbor Ridge Middle School - 1
Henderson Bay High - 1

Kopachuck Middle School - 2 
Peninsula High - 2
Pioneer Elementary- 2
Purdy Elementary - 2
Vaughn Elementary - 3
Voyager Elementary - 1
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everything that we had available to us 
and putting money into reserves … We 
really want to make sure that we have a 
good financial standing and make sure 
that we are taking care of  our fiduciary 
responsibilities to the community.” 

KPFD hired 12 career firefighters 
and paramedics over the last two years, 
adding eight new positions. That and other 
expenses required drawing down depart-
ment reserves to a projected deficit of  
$200,000, said then-Executive Assistant 
Christina Bosch at the time, who left her 
job with the district in August.

Swinhart inherited that projected deficit 
in the 2022 budget, also attributed to 
increased overtime costs from Covid-re-
lated and other staff  absences, including 
two career staff  members put on paid 
administrative leave for over six and three 
months, respectively. Both were cleared of  
any wrongdoing by outside investigators 
and returned to duty in the spring of  2022. 

But instead of  a deficit, the depart-
ment was on track to end the year about 
$185,000 in the black by press time, 
according to Swinhart.

“One major way we worked on closing 
that gap was working out an agreement 
with labor to change how and when we 
hire people back (after leave or injury) 
and overtime, which basically required 
lowering minimum staffing from seven 
to five,” he said. 

The minimum number of  personnel on 
shift was lowered to five in August and 
will remain there at least until January.

“It’s what we call a hard five; we don’t 
force overtime unless we drop below 
five, but we try to maintain seven,” Swin-
hart said. “Right now, we’ve got four 
vacancies; two long-term injuries and 
two people in paramedic school, so that 
definitely creates challenges day-to-day 
with staffing.” 

Stations in Wauna, Home and Long-
branch are all staffed 24/7, he said, and 
volunteers might staff  Station 45, at the 
corner of  State Route 302 and Wright-
Bliss Road, early this year. Volunteers do 
not staff  but currently respond out of  
Station 46 in Key Center.

Expanding services is a fixed cost, Swin-
hart said. 

For example, staffing one station with 
one medic unit 24/7 can cost $1 million 
a year. 

After buying a medic unit, which is 
between $200,000 to $300,000, “you 
always have to have at least two people 
on duty,” Swinhart said. “So, you’ve got 
two people per shift over three shifts; that 

is a minimum of  six people that would 
be needed to staff  that ambulance at that 
station. If  you’re talking entry level, salary 
and benefits is over $100,000 per person. 
And you need at least eight people to make 
six per shift.”

That fixed cost only goes up with fuel, 
supplies, maintenance and repairs for the 
vehicle and the facility.

“What I’ve been trying to get across 
to the folks who’ve been asking about 
this recently at the meetings, if  we want 
to staff  a medic unit at Station 45, for 
instance, we’d have to hire those addi-
tional people or we’d have to pull them 

from somewhere else.”
KPFD receives insurance reimburse-

ment for some ambulance rides, and netted 
about $560,000 from 1,039 transports in 
2022 by November 30.

KPFD employs 36 line personnel 
including three administrative chiefs, and 
support and maintenance staff, serving 
a population of  18,000 spread out over 
65 square miles. In 2021, the department 
responded to 2,524 calls, about 80% 
medical, which is typical across the fire 
service. That works out to an average of  
seven calls per day, or 2.33 per station. The 
average response time was 10 minutes. n

BUDGET FROM PAGE 1

KPFD Chief Swinhart looks to the screen as he presents his report to fire commissioners at the December 13 meeting. Lisa Bryan, KP News

KPFD Personnel Changes
• Fire Commissioner Keith Davies 

announced his resignation from the 
board at the December 13 commissioners 
meeting, citing personal reasons, effective 
Jan. 1, 2023. “It has been a true honor to 
serve the citizens of this community as 
well as the outstanding members of this 
fire district,” he said. 

Davies was appointed to the board in 
February 2011 to fill an unexpired term 
and was subsequently elected to two 
six-year terms. He has lived on the Key 
Peninsula since 1997 and began work 
in the fire service with Gig Harbor Fire & 
Medic One as a volunteer firefighter in 
1979. He was later hired on, specializing 
in technical rescue, and retired from the 
service in 2015.

The fire department will accept letters 
of interest and resumes from KP residents 
interested in filling the balance of Davies’ 
term, which ends in January 2024. 

• Assistant Chief Hal Wolverton will retire 
April 1 after 30 years in the fire service, all 
of it at KPFD. The district is advertising to 
fill the position and will consider applica-
tions from within.

• The district has been notified that up to 
four line staff may leave for one or more 
neighboring departments in the coming 
months and has advertised for possible 
so-called “lateral transfers” of firefighter/
paramedics to create a list of potential 
replacements. 

Commissioner Shawn Jensen (left) and outgoing Fire Commissioner Keith Davies follow along 

during the Chief’s presentation.  Lisa Bryan, KP News
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Ed Gilkison is a creature of  habit.
The 67-year-old has lived in the same 

Lakebay area since 1966. He starts every 
morning with a cup of  percolated Folgers 
coffee. He regularly digs through shoe boxes 
full of  vintage pictures of  the area that would 
make any historical society jealous. He takes 
late-afternoon walks down to the post office 
to check the mail, often taking photos of  the 
old boat barn over the water on Joe’s Bay. 
He even takes time almost daily to reminisce 
on his Facebook page about the history of  
Home, Lakebay and Longbranch.

But in between the parts of  his day that 
move “like clockwork,” you could say 
Gilkison is more a creature of  hobby.

Count ’em: Cook, baker, string and 
woodwind instrument collector, type-
writer enthusiast, photographer, machinist, 
amateur historian. But perhaps the two 
hobbies-turned-moneymakers he and the 
Gilkison family are best known for are 
building fishing boats, and restoring and 
repairing antique Velocette motorcycles.

Born in Enumclaw in 1955, the youngest 
Gilkison spent his first 11 years living in 
Buckley before he, his father Larry, mother 
Katy and brother John moved to Home. The 
waterfront house at the corner of  A Street. 
and 6th Avenue NW on Von Geldern Cove 
gave Larry much-needed space to build 
boats, something he was learning to do at 
Bates Vocational School.

“(Larry) built his first boat inside our living 
room in Buckley,” remembered Gilkison. 
“He had to take out the wall of  our house 
to get it out.” As odd as that may sound, it 
was planned, and Larry ended up replacing 
the wall with a large sandstone fireplace.

“Our family has always been that way,” 
Gilkison said. “Hobbies come first.”

The Home house was previously owned 
by Leila Edmonds, daughter of  George and 
Sylvia Allen, who helped found the Home 
Colony. They upgraded from a living room 
to an outdoor plastic-covered structure to 
build the boats. Even today the house is 
still missing an eave on one side after Larry 
removed it in the late 1960s to make it easier 
to move the newly built boats. They put up 
a separate shed, for the boys to tinker on 
their motorcycles, where Ed developed his 
passion for Velocette motorcycles.

Velocette wasn’t a household name in 
the United States, and wasn’t even much 
of  a player in the motorcycle industry in 
its nearly 70 years in business. The British 
company maybe averaged building 20 to 

25 motorcycles a month. The company 
closed in 1971 and around that same time 
the then 15-year-old Ed bought his first 
Velocette — a 1947 model that came to 
him in pieces. That was the first of  about 
30 Velocette motorcycles Ed has fully 
restored in his life. He’s done major repairs 
to another 30.

Ed’s a 1973 Peninsula High School grad-
uate and credits his two years of  metal shop 
and one year of  auto shop at the school as 
the catalyst for his fabrication skills.

“Classes like those can have such a posi-
tive impact on the lives of  young people.”

He said the road between the high school 
and the bus barn that now leads to Purdy 
Elementary School was used back then as 
a drag strip for the auto shop students to 
test their projects.

“We’d roar down that road while our 
teacher watched, and when we came back, 
he’d tell us if  we needed to adjust the carbu-
retor or make other changes,” he said. “Can 
you imagine that today? That teacher would 
be thrown out of  school.”

Besides those few high school classes, Ed 
is pretty much self-taught.

In 1976 the Gilkison family moved less 
than a mile away to the 11-acre property in 
Lakebay where he continues to live today 
with John, giving up water views in favor 
of  space. The family officially started the 
Gilkison Boat Co. a year earlier and built 
fiberglass hull commercial fishing boats. 
Larry, John and Ed spent the summer of  
1979 building an 80-foot long by 48-foot 
wide boat shed that stands almost 30-feet 
tall at the highest point. It was large enough 

to manufacture sometimes up to three boats 
a season, but most of  the time they focused 
on one a year.

While Larry ran the shop and did the 
design and lofting work, Ed did most of  the 
mechanics, including hooking up the engine 
systems, and all three did the fiberglass work. 
Katy even helped at times with the interior 
upholstery. The structure housed the family 
business until they closed it down in 1998, 
and today it’s still one of  the largest of  its 
kind on the Key Peninsula. Most of  the 
Gilkison Boat Co. fishing boats are still out 
there, including a 36-feet North Sea-style 
boat fishing halibut in Puget Sound.

At the same time the family was building 
boats, Ed also spent time on his motorcycle 
business. The property used to be a holly 
orchard and the 1920s shed where Gilkison 
currently works on the Velocettes was where 
the farmers cut and packaged holly to send 
across the country for holiday wreaths.

Gilkison is very meticulous, but you have 
to be to work on a Velocette. All Velocette 
motorcycles are handmade, meaning every-
thing is hand-fitted. So even though two 

bikes may look the same, it doesn’t mean 
the same parts of  one will fit on the other. 
Because of  that, if  you want your Velocette 
worked on by Gilkison, you better have 
some patience.

“Some of  the motorcycles are here for 
years,” said Gilkison, who has been working 
on one Velocette for 20 years. “To make 
them the way I do, they will look and run 
like they’re brand new.”

He’s currently working on 15 motorcycles, 
four of  them owned by a well-known Holly-
wood actor. Even rush jobs on something 
as small as an engine repair can take months 
because of  his perfectionism. Taking too 
long? Gilkison gives customers two choices: 
“Take it or leave it.”

“I’m the only one in the U.S. who does 
this type of  work,” he said. “A lot of  people 
complain how long it takes, but not one 
person has ever complained about the 
results.”

If  you can stand to wait, Ed’s work comes 
surprisingly cheap for being the leading 
expert in the country. He estimates he makes 
about $40 an hour for labor.

“I don’t know if  I’ve ever made a profit 
on the business,” Gilkison said. “It’s more 
of  an expensive hobby.”

Gilkison has always been good with his 
hands, and pretty much could take apart 
and reassemble anything mechanical. He’s 
so good that about two years ago while 
at a doctor’s appointment at St. Anthony 
Hospital, he was able to troubleshoot and 
fix the machine used to take a biopsy that 
diagnosed him with prostate cancer. He’s still 
recovering, but the prognosis looks good.

The diagnosis made him think a lot 
about life, work, friends and family. He 
never had kids, but has been spending 
more time teaching his nieces and nephews 
how to ride motorcycles. Now that he’s 
feeling better, he wants to spend more 
time in his shop where he’s still taking on 
orders. He invited his 87-year-old friend, 
Geoff  Blanthorn, who he met 52 years 
ago in the Velocette Motorcycle Club, 
to live with him and John. He started 
bringing baked goods to the staff  at the 
Lakebay Post Office. He posts more on 
Facebook so his younger family can learn 
more about him and his parents. He just 
wants to remind people that “we live in 
a pretty area” and there’s a lot of  history 
right “in our own backyard.”

“Everything has something interesting 
about it, and everyone has an interesting 
story to tell about their lives,” he said. “Even 
if  it’s about some crazy uncle, like me.” n

Nationally Renowned Motorcycle Expert on Life and History in Lakebay
Ed Gilkison has lived in Lakebay most of his life and has worked on Velocette motorcycles nearly as long.

Ed Gilkison is always on the job. Tina McKail, KP News

Velocette detail. Tina McKail, KP News
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10 Years On
Dec. 14, 2012 dawned like any other 

mid-winter day. School was winding down 
before the holidays, Christmas was on the 
horizon, and families were anticipating the 
start of  the coming new year. But it ended 
with the shattering realization of  an incompre-
hensible tragedy as six teachers and 20 first-
grade students were murdered at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut. 

It seemed impossible that I was shopping for 
Christmas Legos for my two sons while moms 
and dads on the other side of the country were 
learning that their children were gunned down 
in their classrooms with a semi-automatic rifle, 
a weapon designed for war. Soon after the 
Sandy Hook shooting, I joined with parents 
and concerned citizens across the country to 
change gun laws and do anything we could to 
stem the tide of  violence. 

Where are we, as a state and a nation, 10 years 
later? As of  this past November there were 
706 identified mass shootings nationwide in 
2022 and 11 in the state of  Washington. These 
shootings include 21 killed and 17 wounded 
at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas, 
seven killed and dozens injured at a Fourth 
of  July parade in Highland Park, Illinois, and 
one killed and six wounded in a shooting in 
Vancouver, Washington. 

The reality of  the ongoing gun violence is 
devastating — families and communities torn 
apart by easy access to weapons and the failure 
of a government to protect its people. But there 
have been bright spots since the Sandy Hook 
shooting that lead to the hope we can change 
the violent reality we’re currently living in. 

In Washington we’ve seen meaningful 
changes enacted both at the ballot box and 
in the legislature. In 2014 voters approved I-594, 
mandating universal background checks for all 
firearms. In 2016 I-1491 passed on election 
day with 69% of  statewide voters approving 
extreme risk protection orders. In 2018 Wash-
ingtonians overwhelming approved I-1639, 
which included enhanced waiting periods and 
training requirements for semi-automatic rifles. 
The Washington Legislature has also worked 
to make our state safer by regulating firearm 
possession by anyone subject to a protec-
tive order (2014 and 2019), limiting maga-
zine capacity (2022) and regulating ghost guns 
(2022). 

The progress at the federal level has been 
much slower than in Washington but in June 
2022 President Biden signed the first major 
gun safety legislation passed by Congress in 

nearly 30 years. This legislation is just a start, 
but it includes incentives for states to pass 
red flag laws, extends restrictions on firearm 
ownership for people convicted of  domestic 
abuse and expands firearm background checks 
on people aged 18 to 21 seeking to purchase. 
Proponents of  this legislation had hoped for 
more safety provisions to be included but the 
compromise bill still moved the needle on gun 
safety in the United States. 

Sensible and reasonable gun safety regula-
tions can save lives and make our communi-
ties both safer and stronger. Responsible gun 
ownership can coexist with laws designed to 
protect. This doesn’t have to be an either/
or conversation. Gun owners angry about 
increasing regulations often claim that the 
government is “coming for their guns” when 
in reality measures like these simply seek to 
protect and promote safety. 

The children killed at Sandy Hook, and the 
thousands murdered since, deserved to grow 
up. They deserved to go to middle and high 
school, look forward to their future, and find 
happiness as they enjoyed full and prosperous 
lives. They did not deserve to die by bullets 
tearing apart their small bodies in their first-
grade classrooms. The very least we can do to 
honor these children is to step up and speak out 
in the hopes other families won’t have to suffer.

Meredith Browand is a mother and activist who 
lives in Purdy.

The Sandbox
Quite a while ago I had an opportunity to 

host a group who shared unique recreational 
interests. We were discussing future develop-
ment of some vacant property and quickly got 
into a brain-storming session talking about 
opportunities. As might be expected, all the 
ideas focused on the specific interests of  the 
group. They envisioned different activities in 
different sections of  the vacant property, but 
all were exclusive to their passion.

The discussion gained momentum as they 
agreed, “This area will be great for ‘X,’ and 
that area will be great for ‘Y,’ allocating the 
entire space.” That momentum came to an 
unpleasant stop when I mentioned an area 
that a different group thought would be great 
for their interests. “Aww, they already have 
enough space. This should be for us.” To a 
large extent, they were right.

What surprised me was how jarring it was 
to have to consider others and their opinions 
and desires.

I think of  that meeting when I hear or 

watch school board meetings. Whether the 
discussion is books, masks, vaccinations or 
equal treatment of  others, we all have beliefs 
and opinions. Many of  us want the local 
school board to act on them.

Some activists who gained their “knowl-
edge” through the internet or social media 
push for “parent-guided” curriculum. Does 
anybody really want “parent-guided,” or do 
they simply want “me” guided? There’s a 
strong probability there are parents on the 
other side of  our pet issues. Would we be 
OK allowing “them” to guide what and how 
our kids are taught? If  not, why are we OK 
pushing professional educators and adminis-
trators to succumb to our cause of  the day?

It’s understandable, even admirable, to want 
to advocate for our passions. Unfortunately, 
it seems to be increasingly less likely we’re 
going to try to respect, consider and learn 
from those who may have different passions 
or beliefs. Every topic, every issue, every belief  
becomes a zero sum game where we push to 
get our way 100% without leaving a scrap for 
our “adversary,” who may be our neighbor or 
friend. If  we don’t achieve that goal, even if  
there’s a mutually beneficial compromise, we 
feel cheated, wronged or victimized.

We then feel compelled to lash out on 
social media (or a school board meeting) 
about how unfairly we’ve been treated and 
demand change. We may find sympathetic 
ears in the echo chamber of  those who share 
our opinions, right or wrong. We hope to be 
artificially deputized as experts on issues we 
may know very little about, at times contra-
dicting those who are the experts and all those 
who feel differently on the subject.

At some point we became so locked into 
our beliefs that we don’t even consider others. 
I may not have been paying enough atten-
tion in the past, but it sure feels like a fairly 
recent phenomenon. I fear we’ve abandoned 
practicing cooperation in favor of  vilifying or 
alienating those who don’t fully agree with us. 
Again, these “others” may be our neighbors, 
friends, or even family.

Much like available land, time for teaching 
our children is precious. As a society we 
could choose to make it inclusive or try to 
lock out input that challenges or improves 
our opinions. We can close our minds to the 
ideas and needs of  others, but I’m not sure 
any of  us will find more joy in that compro-
mised, isolated experience.

I’m pretty sure kids don’t like to play alone, 
have limits put on their toys, or be told how 
to play. I’ll continue to hope we can relearn 
how to play nice in the sandbox. I believe 
our lives and the lives of  our children would 
be better.

Mark Michel is a recently retired commercial 
airline pilot and Key Pen Parks commissioner. He 
lives in Lakebay.

Suicidal Thoughts? Call 988
We have to talk about it. Asking someone if  

they are having suicidal thoughts will not give 
them the idea of  ending their life. Instead, it 
creates an environment where they will feel 
safe asking for help to save it.

Suicide touches all of  us. Most of  us know 
of  at least one person who has taken their 
life or who lost a friend or family member to 
suicide. It is the 12th leading cause of  death in 
the United States. But it is the second leading 
cause of  death among individuals between 
the ages of  10-14 and 25-34, overwhelmingly 
boys and men (80%). While girls and women 
more often have suicidal thoughts, males die 
by suicide more frequently, half  of  them by 
firearm. 

In 2020, 1.2 million people in the U.S. 
attempted suicide; 45,279 died, well below 
totals for heart disease, cancer and COVID-19. 
But the difference is that unlike those diseases, 
most of  us are uncomfortable talking about 
suicide or thoughts of  self-harm in hopes of  
preventing it.

Many of  us grew up believing that people 
who died by suicide were crazy or selfish. 
Research has proven this is not true. A 
person in crisis can become so set on stop-
ping their pain that their normal thinking and 
decision-making skills go out the window. A 
suicidal person can’t see any escape from their 
pain, other than death. It is very important 
to remember, however, that they are deeply 
conflicted about the act of  suicide. 

Most who die by suicide have had sudden 
mood changes, or may have begun to behave 
differently. They may also have in some fashion 
talked about ending their lives, because most 
people who are suicidal want to talk about it. 
When you ask someone if  they are having 
suicidal thoughts, you are giving them permis-
sion to share their story. What is important 
here is that often people don’t share or ask for 
help because they are afraid and embarrassed 
by the stigma that surrounds suicide.

It is imperative that we get past that. The 
words we use matter. For example, we should 
not use the word “commit,” which is often 
associated with committing a crime. Suicide 
is not a crime. We need to be direct, without 
judging, sensationalizing or unintentionally 
glorifying it. This is harder than it sounds. 

When you ask someone about suicide, listen 
to the answer. The suicidal person needs to 
share their story, and remember they are not in 
a position to hear logic or all the reasons why 
they should choose life. They need to be heard.

Meredith Browand
KEY ISSUES

Mark Michel
RIDE ON

Anne Nesbit
LET’S TALK



January 2023 www.keypennews.org 7

The opinions expressed by columnists and letter writers are not necessarily those of the KP News. We neither endorse nor oppose issues or proposals discussed on these pages and present these views for public information. Letters to the 
editor must be signed and include a daytime phone number. Anonymous letters will not be published. Letters are printed on a space-available basis as a community service. All submissions will be edited. Email to editor@keypennews.org.

José Alaniz WE LIVE HERE: THEIR KRAMPIC MAJESTIES REQUEST  

Letters to the Editor

KEY PENINSULA NEWS BIAS
I am writing to help Taylor Bay resi-

dent Dale Lyman improve his letter to 
the editor from December’s issue.

First, avoid stereotypes, such as the slow 
driver with the liberal bumper stickers, as 
they are a hallmark of  the lazy writer. Cite 
examples like what the bumper sticker 
said, and an evocative description of  
the driver. If  you saw an editor of  the 
KP News holding up traffic, sporting an 
Emily Randall sticker, share that with 
the readers.

More clarity is needed on your charge 
of  pandering for advertisers. Are ads for 
realtors and Drive Thru Feed part of  this 
conspiracy? As an advertiser with the KP 
News, I can attest that I never got a price 
break on an election campaign ad, and 
my opponent got the same price as me.

When you use terms like “amateur” 
to describe KP News writers, you are 
exposing your total lack of  research 
preparing your letter. Do your due dili-
gence and then reconsider your choice 
of  words. Go ahead, it’s easy — they got 
this thing now called Google.

The KP News contributors that I have 
met do not seem to have any allegiance to 
a political party or ideals. What they do 
have is a commitment to our community 
and a love of  journalism.

But the biggest failure to effectively 
communicate your ideas is that you never 
provide a single example to support your 
claims. Was there liberal bias in their 
coverage of  local issues? Please specify. 
Note the offending fake news and name 
the comrade who wrote it.

Based on the midterm election results, 
America is rejecting Trump-approved 
conspiracy theorist candidates, long on 

If  you feel that suicide is imminent, call 911. 
If  not, call the suicide hotline at 988. Often just 
talking about their suicidal thoughts creates 
the time needed to get the individual through 
a moment of  crisis. Then the individual can 
create a safety plan working with a professional. 

Remember, most people who are suicidal are 
ambivalent; they do not want to die. Instead, 
we can offer them time while they are in crisis 
in an effort to get them to move in a different 
direction.

You may have noticed that I have used 
words such as most, some and may. That is 
because there is no easy formula to share that 
can absolutely save a life. However, we know 
that talking about suicide instead of  ignoring 
it can save lives because it reduces a stigma 
that exists in our society, and it is this stigma 
that keeps people from asking for help. 

Anne Nesbit is the prevention and public infor-
mation officer and volunteer battalion chief for the 
Key Peninsula Fire Department. She lives in Lake-
bay.

If you have questions or would like more informa-
tion regarding signs, or how to talk and ask about 
suicide, Nesbit will be holding a “Talk Saves Lives” 
presentation at the Key Peninsula Fire Department 
headquarters in Key Center January 26 from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m.

Be That Kind Stranger 
It was a sunny fall day, so I went for a run at 

Gateway Park. When I run, I like to give folks 
a half  smile and a little wave when I pass them. 
I get something similar in return or the oppo-
site, a diversion of  eyes with no engagement. 

On this crisp day, I received the biggest smile 
from a woman who was walking towards me 

with her friend. It was one of  those smiles you 
give a friend you haven’t seen in a while. It was 
filled with so much warmth and openness I 
couldn’t help but grin back as I ran past. That 
silly, happy grin stayed with me for the rest of  
my run. Since then, it has me reflecting on how 
two seconds from a stranger can change the 
trajectory of  a day or a mood. 

We are more technologically connected than 
we have ever been, and yet the most discon-
nected personally. We are so busy worrying 
about our next destination or our next task 
or checking our social media over and over 
again that we miss the opportunity to slow 
down and be present. 

Our world feels so divided right now that 
genuine connection seems like a lost art. In 
fact, we use our connection tools as a way to 
avoid connection. I know I am not the only 
one guilty of  being absorbed in my phone or 
so distracted that I avoid talking with people. 

As humans, we crave connection, and yet 
many of  us have a fear of  making those new 
connections. Why is this? Are we just out of  
practice?

For a social connection, there needs to be 
a level of  vulnerability, trust and openness; it 
takes courage. Talking to a stranger at a party 
requires stepping out of  your comfort zone, 
jumping in headfirst without knowing the 
outcome. 

Personal avoidance might be rooted in 
shyness, fear or insecurities. And personal 
relationships can be messy. So, an extension 
of  that, saying “hi” to a stranger can be inter-
preted internally as messy as well. Are they 
going to want to talk to you? You’ve opened 
the door a crack, are they going to put their 
foot in the door to keep it open? 

Our thoughts might jump to what if  this 
person doesn’t like me, or are annoyed by 
me, or will I embarrass myself? Your mind is 
telling you these things because it thinks it is 
keeping you safe. 

Or maybe we think, this is a stranger, I don’t 

know them and won’t see them again, so why 
would I even care to smile or say “hi.”

If  you have some type of  insecurity, the first 
thing you can do is take off the expectation that 
is holding you back. Reframe your inner voice. 
Instead of  fear, tell yourself  that you are taking 
this action from a place of  kindness and love.

But, if  you hold the belief, what’s the point? 
I don’t know them; they have no bearing on 
my life. Why should I waste my energy? Then 
you might be missing out on the small treasures 
that add up to a rich and full life experience. 

Take small steps with a smile a day to a 
stranger and add more as your comfort level 
grows.

Think of  your happiness level fueled with 
smiles and kind words. Like Santa’s sleigh in 
the movie “Elf,” the sleigh won’t fly if  the spirit 
meter is empty. You need to believe.

With your simple act of  kindness, you are 
also raising the other person’s happiness meter. 
It’s a two for one. Kindness is infectious. 

At the end of  that same run, I was walking 
down the hill and an older man I had passed 
and given a smile to earlier was walking beside 
me. He made a comment and I had to pull 
out my earbud to hear him. When he asked 
me if  I had a good run, I made the decision 
to put my headphones away instead of  back 
in my ears. I slowed down my pace so I could 
have a conversation with him as we walked 
down the hill. In those five minutes, we found 
multiple connection points and both of  us 
parted grinning. I didn’t get his name and I 
haven’t seen him since but that doesn’t take 
away from the moment of presence we shared 
with one another. 

I give credit to the joyous lady I encoun-
tered earlier. Her smile gave me courage and 
reminded me of  the power of  connection. As 
we begin 2023, I invite you to keep the spirit 
of  giving going.

Arissan Nicole is a certified life coach and speaker 
specializing in women’s empowerment. She lives in 
Lakebay.

Arissan Nicole
LET’S REFRAME
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Max Diaz Rosas
Max Diaz Rosas passed away suddenly 

November 27. He was 17 years old.
Max was an amazing brother to three 

siblings, his sister Raquel (26), brother 
David (23) and youngest brother Gabo 
(8). He was surrounded by love with two 
sets of  parents: David and Staci Diaz Duran 
of  Key Peninsula; and Romana Rosas and 
Danny Diaz in Mexico. Max also had very 
close relationships with his grandparents, 
aunts, uncles and cousins. Ours is a tight 
family and spending time together was of  
great importance to Max.

Everyone who knew him will remember 
Max as vibrant. He was loud — so loud. 
It’s possible that we are partial, but too 
many have agreed that everything he did 
would blow you away. He was a talented 
musician. He could play any instrument he 
tried but spent most of  his time perfecting 
his performance on the drums and guitar. 
He played constantly. The house was always 
filled with sound and warmth.

Max was in his senior year at Peninsula 
High School. During his time in the district, 
he was active in wrestling, track and band. 
He was a history nerd and loved learning 
about war. Photography became something 
he enjoyed as well. The teachers in Max’s 
life were patient, kind and forgiving — he 
loved them. He learned many of  his funnier 
life lessons in band, lessons that benefitted 
others as well.

Max was always smiling, laughing, lifting 
us all up with his light. His close friends 
and girlfriend would tell you that he was 
always there to listen to the problems of  
others and rarely showed that he had his 
own. He wanted to infect others with happi-
ness and light. And his beauty and smile 
were infectious.

We miss you, Max. Every day we wake 
up and remember that you are not here 
with us. We miss the noise of  the house, 
hearing you play with your brother, playing 

your loud music, or calling out to tell us 
about your ideas and plans for your future. 
We love you always and will find you again.

If  all our love could have protected you, 
you would have lived for eternity.

Rufus Lund
George “Rufus” Hubble Lund died peace-

fully at home with his family in Lakebay 
on the autumnal equinox, Sept. 22, 2022. 

As an avid book collector and archi-
vist, Rufus would make certain the record 
included all historical markers of  his 76 years 
— from his birth in Tacoma in 1946 to his 
marriage to Barbara Pernoud Lund in 1980 
and the birth of  his daughter, Lydia, in 1990. 
For the sake of  completeness, Rufus would 
also point to his academic records at Holy 
Cross School, L’institut Stanislas de Cannes, 
Bellarmine Preparatory, the University of  
Washington and University of  Texas.

Rufus’ collected papers reveal a career 
of  enormous capacity for learning and a 
nearly encyclopedic memory. After earning 
his undergraduate degree, Rufus joined 
the Defense Language Institute Support 
Command at Fort Bliss, Texas, where he 
went through rigorous language training 
before shipping off  to Vietnam with a small 
group of  comrades who became dear friends. 
Upon his return to the U.S., he managed a 
division of  his father’s die-casting business, 
Puget Corporation, and then pursued a 
master’s degree in library science from the 
University of  Texas at Austin. As an archivist, 
he went on to work at the Harry Ransom 
Center and the Rhode Island Historical 
Society. In between, his friends welcomed 
his skills as a greenhouse grower, carpenter 
and tool designer.

But it is the rich secondary sources that 
affirm Rufus’ history. His life-long love of  
a good story and genealogical research was 
honed at the family dinner table of  his late 
mother, Elizabeth “Betty” Greig. He learned 
the restorative powers of  a saltwater swim 
from his late father, George Andrew Lund. 
His love for his wife was evident in every 

sketch of  hers he saved over the years of  
their life together moving from Austin to 
Guemes Island to Maui. He cared deeply 
for his daughter’s happiness. He shared his 
devotion to South Head with his brother, 
sisters, cousins, nieces and nephews. His 
friends will tell you what books connected 
them and that no one baked a more sublime 
apple pie. Strangers will remember his kind 
heart.

A memorial service to celebrate Rufus will 
be held in summer 2023. Contributions in 
his memory may be made to Key Peninsula 
Community Services.

Michael Campbell
Michael Campbell of  Lakebay died and 

went to be with the Lord December 10. 
He was 70 years old.

Mike was born and raised in Seattle and 
graduated from Nathan Hale High School 
in 1970. He served in the Navy and was 
stationed on Whidbey Island. He went 
on to work at Boeing as a machinist and 
later as the lead machinist in the shop 
for 38 years.

He retired in 2012 and began having 
strokes almost the very next day. This 
led to dementia, from which he suffered 
nearly nine years, and was ultimately the 
cause of  his death.

A true Scotsman, Mike enjoyed partic-
ipating in the Highland games.

Mike is survived by his wife of  21 years, 
Susan; daughter Cassie Mailer, grand-
daughter Alexis and grandson Drew 
of  Puyallup; daughter Callie Mailer and 
grandson Corey of  Cathlamet; stepdaughter 
Crystal (Scott) Cantu and grandsons Zack, 
Jarred, Caleb and Luke; stepdaughter Alicia 
Vanderhoof  and grandchildren Mason and 
Makenna Shippy; stepson Bryce (Shannon) 
Clother and grandchildren Matthias and 
Trinity Clother; and his older brother, 
David Mailer.

At his request, Mike’s remains will be 
cremated and there will be no memorial 
service.

bluster but short on substance. It’s no 
longer enough just to dehumanize people 
with descriptions like “passive aggres-
sive idiots.” 

I suggest less name-calling and more 
discussion of  your own contribution to 
the quality of  life in our community.

I am happy to further help a neighbor 
improve his writing skill, so feel free to 
contact me. I can also give you some 
advice on filling out your ballot.

But as a former award-winning high 
school sports editor, if  your letter came 
across my desk, I would mark it: Revise 
and Re-submit.

John Kelly, Wauna

WELCOMING THE MUSTARD SEED VILLAGE
That was a wonderful article about 

the work behind the completion of  the 
Mustard Seed Village, and I’d like to 
add a few more details regarding this 
new home for elders on the KP. (“After 
16 Years of  Work, Assisted Living for 
Elders Comes to the Key Peninsula,” 
December 2022.)

This is the first new building in Key 
Center since the post office was built 
almost 20 years ago, and only the second 
new building in 30 years — kind of  
a slow boom. (I’m not counting the 
conversion of  Walt’s into the Penin-
sula Market). 

With the opening of  the Mustard Seed 
Village, the population of  Key Center will 
increase by 250% (a much faster boom)! 
It will be one of  the largest employers on 
the KP, and probably one of  the most 
expensive projects built out here as well. 

But we can’t stop there. 
Where is our optometrist, where is our 

physical therapist, our bakery? How can 
we be a boom town without a gas station? 
(Or maybe go green and put in an EV 
recharging station!) Where is our sewer 
system? That would double the usable 
space in Key Center by getting rid of  
individual drain fields. That could allow 
more businesses in the same space, or 
possibly a park in beautiful downtown 
Key Center. 

But for now, we should take a moment 
to appreciate what has been done by 
our community that is needed and 
unique, and reported on so well by our 
local newspaper. And that is the most 
important thing we are doing here — 
building and nurturing a community.

  
Bill Roes, M.D.
The Mustard Seed Project
Board President (2006-2012)
Lakebay
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Donations and contributions from individuals, 

businesses, organizations and foundations provide more 

than 40% of our operating budget.  

The balance comes from advertisers who directly support 

your KP News and pay for the printing, the postage and 

the team who puts it all together. 

Join us in applauding these 2022 advertisers who help us 

deliver independent local news to you every month. 

How we thrive—together.

All Terrain Painting & Repairs
Angel Guild
Applebys Plumbing
Aspen Land Surveying
Bayside Animal Lodge
Benla Water Heaters
Bischoff Food Bank
Black Cat Barbershop
Brookside Veterinary Hospital
Michelle Caldier
Care Net of Puget Sound
Community Health Care - Key 

Medical Center
Bruce Cook
Dave Leger Handyman
Robyn Denson
DK Property Mgmt/New 

Beginnings RE
Down to Dirt
Drive Thru Feed on the Key
Easterseals Camp Stand by Me
Farmers Insurance - Chuck Davis
Farmers Insurance - Brent 

Pawson
Frog Creek Lodge
Glen Cove Repair
Gotcha Covered
Heron’s Key
Higgins Custom Construction

Home Excavating & Dozing
Spencer Hutchins
Jo Jensen Group - ReMax
Josh Casey Antiques
Kiwi Fencing
KP Baptist Fellowship
KP Bus Connects
KP Business Association
KP Co-Op Preschool
KP Community Services
KP Democrats
KP Farm Council
KP Parks
KP Partnership
KP Veterans
Paula Lonergan
Longbranch Community Church
Longbranch Foundation
Longbranch Improvement Club
LPL Financial
Lystad Construction
Madrona Cafe
Master Orthodontics
Matisons Realtor, John L Scott
Minterbrook Oyster Co.
Mission Possible
Morans Portable Restrooms
Mustard Seed Village 

Paramount Firearms
Peninsula Life Church
Peninsula Light
Peninsula School District
Penrose Harbor
Perfect Excavation
Platinum Earthworks
Purdy Cost Less Pharmacy
Rainier Construction
Emily Randall
Rebuilding Hope
Red Barn Youth Center
Adison Richards
Rotary Club of Gig Harbor North
Single Seniors
Sunnycrest Nursery & Floral
Tacoma Community College
Tacoma Pierce County Health 

Department
The Mustard Seed Project
Two Waters Arts Alliance
Vaughn Bay Customs
Waypoint Church
Wehmeier llc
Chuck West
Westbury Homes
Windermere Key Realty
Jesse Young

STAFF REPORT

The only Cub Scout Pack on the Key 
Peninsula is at risk of  being disbanded 
after a lack of  volunteers and low funding 
due to poor popcorn sales, the pack’s 
main fundraiser.

Cub Scout Pack 222 is made up of  
several “dens” of  kindergarten through 
fifth-grade students. Each den must have 
a den leader and every pack must have 
a cubmaster. A pack committee, along 
with a committee chair, helps support the 
den leaders throughout the year.

Pack 222 needs all of  the above. 
Cubmaster Mat Kummerfeldt stepped 
down in December and will be moving 
out-of-state in the spring. The pack was 
meeting twice a month at Camp Delano 
Bay.

“This is  a g reat oppor tunity for 
someone who wants to pour back into 
this generation of  youth,” said Carrie 
Standish, Rainier district director for 
the Pacific Harbors Council with the 
Boy Scouts of  America. “Kids need this 
now more than ever.”

Standish said the membership is 
growing in the district, but the volunteer 
count is dropping. If  Pack 222 disbands, 
all Cub Scouts will need to join a different 
pack in Gig Harbor.

Volunteers don’t necessarily need to 
be parents of  the scout, and former 
Eagle Scouts are encouraged to help. 
All volunteers need to at least fill out an 
application and complete Youth Protec-
tion Training. Those interested can email 
BSAPack222@gmail.com.n

Key Pen Cub Scout 
Pack No. 222 
Needs Volunteers
I f  t h e  p a c k  c a n ’ t  c o n t i n u e ,  t h e n 
interes ted Cub Scout s will  have to 
head to Gig Harbor.

“There’s nothing like  
holding the newspaper 

in your hands.”

Some prefer the old-
fashioned goodness of 
a newspaper— there’s 

no crinkly breeze when 
you turn a web page.     

Go to keypennews.org and 
subscribe to twelve issues 

delivered, $30 a year 
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I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G  •  A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G 
M E M O R Y  C A R E  •  S K I L L E D  N U R S I N G  •  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N

4340 Borgen Blvd. - Gig Harbor, WA 98332

FOR A VISIT, CALL 866-860-4821

A beautiful, natural setting 
Interesting residents who are as eager—and 
empowered—as you to create the gratifying 
community life you want 
Life Care, the only plan for access to a full 
continuum of excellent long-term care at 
predictable rates for life 
The stability provided by owner Emerald 
Communities, the not-for-profit that steadily 
reinvests in our community

We make senior living a little better—with all the 
comfort and confidence you could hope for, plus 
a distinctly Northwestern lifestyle, too. You’ll enjoy:

understates.
Where “nice way to live”

LISA BRYAN, KP NEWS

At the Key Pen Park board of  commis-
sioners meeting December 14, the 
board responded to an earlier proposal 
presented by a group of  community 
leaders. 

Locals Phil Bauer, Frank Dibiase, Frank 
Garratt, Bruce Macdonald, Jeff  Minch, 
Jud Morris and Todd Rosenbach joined 
forces in November to deliver an unex-
pected pitch to park commissioners — 
to revise the name 
of  Gateway Park or 
360 Trails to include 
the name of  Scott 
Gallacher, former Key Pen Parks exec-
utive director, who died unexpectedly at 
work April 30, 2020. 

Jud Morris, retired manager of  Chil-
dren’s Home Society of  Washington 
Key Peninsula Family Resource Center, 
cited the growth of  Key Pen Parks since 
his own arrival in 2006. He listed the 
Home Park and playground, the play-
ground and pavilion at Key Peninsula 
Civic Center, 360 Trails, Maple Hollow, 
Gateway Park (and its splash pad), and 
the paved walkaround at Volunteer Park. 

“The tremendous growth was very 
dynamic and one of  the people mainly 
responsible for this was Scott Gallacher,” 
Morris said. “He had a vision, he had 
a focus, he had an energy and a dedi-
cation that I think is also reflective of  
this board.” 

Morris acknowledged the installation 
of  a memorial bench bearing Gallach-
er’s name at Volunteer Park as well as 
a memorial plaque near the splash pad 
at Gateway Park, but said the group he 
came with felt there should be greater 
recognition for what Gallacher brought 
to the Key Peninsula.

“We’d like to recommend that you pass a 
motion to change the name from Gateway 
Park to the Scott Gallacher Gateway Park 
or Scott Gallacher 360 Park,” he said. 
“The bottom line is he couldn’t have done 
it without your support. And I don’t think 
you could have done it without him.” 

Frank Dibiase said he recalled Home 
Park being a junkyard when he and his 
wife came to live here. “Our girls took 

advantage of  baseball and t-ball out here. 
The district has grown and adds so much 
to the quality of  life out here.” 

Dibiase praised Gallacher’s ability to 
represent the need for recreation in his 
grant proposals to funders. 

“It was clear to me that Scott was very 
much about the community, not just 
being a park or executive director there 
for an opportunity to network.” 

Todd Rosenbach said, “I think he was 
the right person for the right time. He 

came into this orga-
nization with a ton 
of  energy, as you 
all know, and could 

even be strident as a bull in a china shop. 
But it was that dynamism and energy that 
made him special, and it also made him 
really a Key Peninsulan. 

“I think Scott brought a unique spirit 
that I think we all have. And it comes 
out at the best of  times for all of  us,” 
Rosenbach said. “I know it’s a tough 
thing to do — to name a park after one 
person — but I think it’s a really unique 
situation we have here.” 

Commissioner Ed Robison said that 
when the naming policy was developed 
about 10 years ago, it was Gallacher who 
emphasized he did not want parks named 
for people but for geographic areas. 

“But in our naming policy what we can 
do is name the facilities for individuals, 
so maybe the spray park itself,” Robison 
said. “We should go in the spirit of  what 
Scott wanted.” 

Reading the policy aloud, Commis-
sioner Shawn Jensen said it stated that 
suggestions for names of  any park or 
public facility solicited from the general 
public, individuals and organizations, 
from park personnel, or the board of  
commissioners, shall not be excluded 
from consideration. 

Executive Director Tracey Perkosky 
told commissioners she thought her 
office would likely begin to encourage 
public input in the new year. 

Phil Bauer said, “I always envisioned 
walking up the 360 to start up the hill 
with a couple of  poles and a sign over-
head that reads, ‘The 360 Trails in Honor 
of  Scott Gallacher.’ ” n

Key Pen Park Commissioners Will 
Seek Community Input to Further 
Honor Scott Gallacher
The man nicknamed “Park Daddy” left a legacy that will live on for generations. 
Many locals want to ensure his real name is never forgotten.  

“WE SHOULD GO IN THE SPIRIT 
OF WHAT SCOTT WANTED.”
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It’s wild out there! Send questions, notes and stories to the KP Nature Guide at nature@keypennews.org

CHRIS RURIK, KP NEWS

A robin pulls a worm from the lawn. 
A brief  tension, released, and with a few 
tosses of  the robin’s head the worm is gone.

Dawn on New Year’s Day. It’s my first 
bird of  the year. Hey, my first act of  preda-
tion too. Great. Behind the robin the lawn 
gives way to salal and sword fern. Daylight 
turns large firs from gray to green.

Despite the air of  the primordial, today 
my sympathy is with the worm. Soil and 
fertility have consumed my thoughts lately, 
and not just because every ounce of  effort 
and organic matter I put into my garden soil 
is repaid threefold. I look out my window 
and see pastures, replanted forest, fruit 
trees. It’s hard to think of  New Year’s as a 
blank slate anymore.

So, it’s my first worm of  the year. And my 
first chance as a naturalist to get ridiculously 
obsessed with a small moment and ask a 
chain of  questions worthy of  a 4-year-old: 
But why? How? Et cetera.

It is well known that earthworms improve 
soil by eating whatever partially decom-
posed organic matter is in the soil and 
pooping it out as humus, a substance that 
holds water, improves aeration and anchors 
nutrients so that they don’t all dissolve in 
water and retire to the ocean. It’s that last 
benefit that raises a first simple and strange 
question: But why, if  some nutrients are 
inevitably lost to water, isn’t the landscape 
slowly depleted?

Plants cannot grow without nutrients. 
Carbon and nitrogen, two of  the most 
important plant building blocks, come from 
the atmosphere, which is endless. That 

explains how organic matter can accumulate 
over time. Photosynthesis is wizardry — 
matter from air. But equally essential nutri-
ents like phosphorus, calcium, potassium 
and magnesium come from rock, ever so 
slowly, which seems to make the recycling 
of  such nutrients from previous plants a 
thing of  utmost importance. Yet decompo-
sition and growth cannot fully be digesting 
each other, no matter how many worms 
are around. Plants, worms, birds cannot 
just be taking, taking, taking — predators 
of  nutrients — or we wouldn’t be host to 
some of  the greatest forests in the world.

How is it we have soil at all? Think of  
how our terrain began, with glaciers leaving 
behind raw rock and gravel and the intensely 
compressed clay and sand we now call 
hardpan. How, in a mere 10,000 years, do 
you get from that lifeless terrain to soil 
with enough nutrients for mammoth trees?

The answer is that life begets life. Living 
things work hard to sweeten the pot for 
other living things.

First of  all, bacteria are everywhere, eating 
everything, creating everything. In untold 
trillions in every field and forest, they are 
the primary movers and shakers. But beings 
we can see are sweetening the pot too. Think 
of  that barren post-glacial landscape. What 
is the first life to colonize rock? Lichen.

Lichen is not a single organism but a part-
nership between a fungus and algae. The 
fungus provides a scaffold for the algae. It 
also has tendrils that exploit cracks in the 
rock and chemicals to dissolve it, releasing 
the rock’s stored nutrients. The algae, on 
the other hand, have the power of  photo-
synthesis, manufacturing sugars. Fungus 

and algae share their gains to make a living. 
Together they create a foothold.

Others soon follow onto the rocks. Living 
and dying, a layer of  soil slowly grows. Even 
today, soil on average is just 5% organic 
matter, the rest sand and clay. It is coop-
eration across species that allows life to 
build in complex webs.

Plants, for example, send up to a quarter 
of  what they produce into the soil through 
their roots. That’s radical. Why give up hard-
earned food? Responding to local condi-
tions, they release ions, sugars, amino acids, 
and many other compounds to build the 
soil they want to see and attract bacteria 
and fungi with helpful skills.

Then there are ectomycorrhizal fungi, 
which are threadlike fungi that grow only in 
partnership with plant roots. Put a speck of  
mineral from the soil under a microscope 
and you’ll likely find it grooved by fungi. 
A plant provides EM fungi with carbon 
obtained through photosynthesis while 
the fungi create a vast soil transit network 
for nutrients and water. This is the wood-
wide web you hear about. 

Recent research has revealed that EM 
fungi also excrete acids that eat rock parti-
cles and release nutrients. In fact, it is likely 
that the very first land plants, which had 
no roots, only survived on land with the 
help of  EM fungi. Fungi taught plants the 
value of  building a network underground 
that gives as much as it takes. Hence, roots.

Our local red alders “fix” nitrogen by 
incorporating pods of  bacteria into their 
roots. The bacteria take atmospheric 
nitrogen delivered by the tree and convert 
it into forms that can be used by plants. 

It is such a good system that, in autumn, 
alders have no need to pull nutrients back 
from their leaves, which is why alder leaves 
fall green. An excess of  nitric acid floods 
the soil around alders, feeding other plants 
and, indeed, breaking down rock particles 
to release other nutrients.

Even earthworms do more than simply 
recycle plant material. Recent research has 
found that a special pouch in their digestive 
tract holds bacteria that are able to digest 
rock, releasing the nutrient form of  silicon 
in particular. It’s just like cows. Mammals 
have a hard time digesting grass, so cows 
carry special bacteria in their first stomach 
to digest it for them. While worms them-
selves may not need the silicon their bacteria 
produce, plants need it in continuous supply. 
Happy plants make a lot of  plant material. 
And plant material feeds worms.

What Ellen Wohl writes about young 
trees applies to animals as well: “A growing 
sapling thrives to the degree that it can 
develop its own, interior ecosystems.” Some 
biologists speak of  productive infections. 
The hallmark of  soil is not predation, but 
collective action based on the sharing of  
resources.

It would take extreme events to slow 
life’s crescendo in our soil — the complete 
churning of  the soil, say, which would smash 
fungal networks and send carbon and nutri-
ents into the air through oxidization; or a 
total overgrazing that does not allow plants 
to grow or water to penetrate the soil; or 
perhaps a rain of  poisons.

But that would be crazy. It’s not hard 
to nurture the soil underfoot. Just let life 
get to work and chip in where you can. n

Productive Infections and the Creation of Soil

Into the 
WILD 
EXPLORING WITH THE 
KP NATURE GUIDE 
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ONE CHURCH...TWO LOCATIONS
WAYPOINT NORTH-Sundays 9am & 10:45am 12719 134th Ave NW, Gig Harbor
WAYPOINT SOUTH-Sundays 10am 2406 McEwan Rd NW, Lakebay
Streaming live @ 9:00am on YouTube.com or on our WayPoint Church Facebook page.

At Windermere Key Realty, we know the local market better 
than anyone, that’s why we’re the market leader.  

Our agents are devoted to delivering personal service, 
backed by the largest network in the region.  

Selling, buying or just looking, make us your 
personal connection for real estate.

Windermere Key Realty   253-857-3304   11615 State Route 302

Buying or selling? 
We will take  

good care of you.

Our new board room seats up to eight and is available as a courtesy for local 
community service organization meetings. Call Rob for your free reservation.

LARGEST IN THE AREA, BIGGEST IN THE REGION

Longbranch
Community Church

www.longbranchchurch.net
Come and join us Sunday mornings

Worship Service and  
Children’s Church 10:30
Adult Bible Study 9:00

16518 46th St SW, Longbranch
425 492-4177

God’s Blessing to You - Pastor John Day

A subscription to the 
Key Peninsula News 
isn’t quite as good as 

living here. 

On the KP, your paper is 
delivered free, thanks to 
donors and advertisers.

For those not lucky 
enough to live here, 

subscribe for $30/year at 
keypennews.org

 

TED OLINGER, KP NEWS

The Key Peninsula Fire Department had 
been contemplating replacement of  Station 
46, its district headquarters, for some years 
without a specific plan when three real estate 
parcels in Key Center came on the market 
in 2021.

KPFD bought the three parcels for $2.125 
million at the end of  the year in separate 
deals negotiated by then Fire Chief  Dustin 
Morrow, who left to run Central Pierce Fire 
& Rescue Dec. 1, 2021. 

The properties were bought to provide 
options for a possible new headquarters, 
training facility, community rooms and 
perhaps a health clinic, according to Fire 
Commission Chair Stan Moffett. 

The existing Key Center headquarters 
structure was built in 1975 and has under-
gone numerous renovations. Further work 
would require extensive seismic and sprinkler 
upgrades, among other things, according 
to KPFD Fire Chief  Nick Swinhart, who 
succeeded Morrow in May 2022. 

The first two parcels are known as the 
Olson estate and consist of  two lots located 
almost immediately across KP Highway from 
Station 46, with a residence and a portion 
of  the pasture behind it totaling 2.8 acres. 
The third parcel is the Calahan property, site 
of  the former O’Callahan’s restaurant (aka 
Reed’s and Buck’s) located at the corner of  
KP Highway and 92nd Street NW.

The Olson parcels were appraised at 
$460,000; the department bought them 
for $1.2 million on Dec. 15, 2021.

The Calahan property was not appraised 
or inspected before the purchase, but the 
Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer tax valu-
ation was $473,600. KPFD paid $950,000 
Nov. 8, 2021. 

At the time of  the purchases, Moffett told 
KP News, “We felt these properties, in our 
estimation, fit the bill so well to what we 
feel the district needs, that’s why we offered 
what we did.”

The department financed the deals with 
a private bond for $2.125 million at 1.82% 
interest with no prepayment penalty.

Biannual debt service is interest only, and 
started at $13,106.53 Dec. 1, 2021 until Dec. 
1, 2024, when principal and interest payments 
starting at $129,337.50 will become payable 
every six months until 2040.

The Olson house is rented and a lease 
for the former O’Callahan’s was signed in 

April 2022, but the building requires exten-
sive renovation and remains vacant. The 
department spent $23,000 on urgent roof  
and other repairs and estimated that another 
$50,000 would be needed to complete them.

Instead of  spending more money on 
the property, the department attempted to 
negotiate a lease amendment permitting the 
lessee to make repairs in lieu of  rent for a 
period of  time. The property was expected 
to generate about $70,000 in annual rent as 
a steak and seafood restaurant.

After some months of  discussion and 
delay, the lessee indicated he may be willing to 
agree to an amendment as of  December 15.

“We’re working out some details,” Swin-
hart said. “Our attorney is working with his 
attorney and thinks they can get it done.”

Despite the difficulties, Moffett said, “I 
think our feeling right now is that it’s best to 
have that property leased and an operating 
business in there regardless of  whether we’re 
going to re-sell it, and, at least for myself, 
that’s the way I’m leaning at this time.”

Multiple ideas were floated over the last 
year about possible use for the properties, 
including a new station and training facility, 
community meeting rooms, and a medical 
clinic.

“When we decided to purchase that prop-
erty, we had visions of  putting a clinic on 
that corner,” Moffett said. “Going back three 
years, we had been given authorization to 
be able to operate a clinic. Since that time, 
we’ve taken a closer look at what it would 
take to run something like that and it’s just 
beyond our capabilities financially. Personally, 
I don’t see us utilizing that corner property 
at this point.”

A capital facilities planning committee 
formed by the department is reviewing 
architect proposals and options for new 
construction or renovation of  the properties 
and existing stations, or some combination.

“What the architect is looking at are the 
cost estimates of  doing a new headquar-
ters station on the Olson estate,” Moffett 
said. “At the same time, we’re looking at the 
possibility of  tearing down and rebuilding 
where our current (headquarters) station is, 
and also taking a look at some of  the remod-
eling that was recommended for some of  
the other stations.”

Those alternatives will be presented at 
town hall-style meetings for public input to 
adjust, finalize or veto, according to Moffett, 
early in 2023. n

KPFD Key Center Property Purchase Update 
and Possible Outcomes
The department spent over $2 million on Key Center real estate in 2021, and 
is still figuring out what to do with it. 
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We'd love to feature a dish from your KP kitchen that friends and family ask for. Email the details to editor@keypennews.org with your phone number; we'll be in touch. PS: 
There’s a printable, shareable pdf with the complete recipe on keypennews.org

KPCooksSARA THOMPSON

I first encountered torta rustica at the 
Columbia City Bakery, located in my old 
Seattle neighborhood. In the pre-pan-
demic days, this was one of  the items they 
offered by the piece. With a crust made 
from thin-sliced baguette, and a filling 
of  vegetables with or without meat all 
held together with a rich egg custard, it 
became a go-to purchase when I wanted 
comfort food.

One afternoon I gathered the courage 
to ask for the recipe. The guy behind the 
counter shook his head, handed me my 
order, and told me to Google it.

First to pop up in my search was some-
thing called pizza rustica, which features 
a pastry crust filled with deli meats and 
cheese. I persisted, met with success, and 
over the years I have made it my own.

This torta rustica is more akin to strata, 
a savory bread pudding that, according 
to Wikipedia, dates back to 1902 and was 
popularized in “The Silver Palate Good 
Times Cookbook” (1985) by Julee Rosso, 
Sheila Lukins and Sarah Chase.

Strata has made its way, to my great satis-
faction, to many a brunch over the years.

But first, let’s talk eggs and bread.
The egg. I came to fully appreciate eggs 

when my kids were small and starting to 
feed themselves. What a perfect meal: 

One egg, quickly scrambled and placed 
before them, was inhaled with enthusiasm.

This year, two authors published a review 
in the scientific journal Nutrients that 
endorsed my maternal instincts. They 
wrote that egg protein is highly digest-
ible and an excellent source of  essential 
amino acids, with the highest attainable 
protein digestibility-corrected amino acid 
score. Egg protein has been shown to 
decrease malnutrition in underdeveloped 
countries, possibly increase height in chil-
dren, and protect against kwashiorkor, a 
severe form of  malnutrition most often 
seen in children whose diets are low in 
protein and calories. Egg protein is also 
important to skeletal muscle health and 
protective against sarcopenia, an age-re-
lated, involuntary loss of  skeletal muscle 
mass and strength. Egg protein also can 
decrease appetite, resulting in a reduction 
in the caloric intake from the next meal 
and weight reduction.

The baguette. I am of  the opinion that 
perhaps humanity can indeed live by bread 
alone, in the spiritual if  not nutritional 
sense, especially if  a little butter is included. 
My favorite part is the crust, so the long 
skinny loaf  with its high crust to bread 
ratio is especially appealing. And I am 
not alone. In November UNESCO, the 
United Nations heritage agency, added the 
French baguette to its “intangible cultural 

heritage” list. The baguettes available on 
the Key Peninsula may not quite live up 
to the French standard, but I find they 
work quite well for this recipe.

The torta rustica filling varies each time 
I make it, depending on whether or not I 
want to include meat (sausage or bacon 
are especially good), what cheese suits my 
fancy, what might be available from my 
garden and what is in my refrigerator at 
the time. It’s a remarkably forgiving recipe.

Here is the most recent iteration. Serve 
with a hearty salad and you have a satis-
fying dinner.

Torta Rustica
Serves 4-6
16 baguette slices about 1/4 inch thick, 

cut on the diagonal
Butter
Olive oil
6-8 ounces Swiss chard, including 

stems, chopped
1 medium yam cut into ½-inch pieces 
1-2 potatoes (white, red or gold) cut 

into ½-inch pieces
1 bell pepper (red, yellow or orange), 

cut into ½-inch pieces 
1 small onion, chopped
1 cup Swiss cheese, grated

2 cups half-and-half
5 eggs
1 teaspoon kosher salt
½ teaspoon pepper

Butter an 8- or 9-inch baking dish and 
line with baguette slices. A few gaps 
are fine, but you can fill them with small 
pieces of bread if desired. This recipe 
uses about half a baguette.

Precook the vegetables:
Chop the greens, place in a pan over 

medium heat and cook until wilted. 
Drain and set aside.

Sauté the onion and the bell pepper 
in olive oil or butter until soft.

Place the chopped potatoes and 
yams on a baking sheet in a single layer, 
sprinkle with olive oil and a pinch of 
kosher salt. Roast at 400 degrees for 
about 15-20 minutes, stirring at least 
once, until tender.

Combine the vegetables in a bowl, 
along with about half to two-thirds of 
the cheese and place in the baking dish. 
The mixture, about 5 cups altogether, 
will nearly fill the dish.

Beat together the eggs, half-and-half, 
salt and pepper. Pour over the filling, 
top with remaining cheese.

Bake for 50-60 minutes.
Allow to rest for 5-15 minutes, cut and 

serve. n

Torta Rustica – Comfort Food for All Seasons
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Skip the Trip Across 
the Bridge!
Get services at the Key Peninsula 
Community Office.
Key Center Corral, Suite D
 9013 Key Peninsula Hwy N, Lakebay 
(253) 432-4948

Talk to Health Department staff.
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m.–12 p.m.

Air Quality

COVID-19

LatinX Outreach

Healthy Housing

Triple P (Positive Parenting Program)

General

Water & Wells

1st Tuesday

3rd Tuesday & 1st Thursday 

2nd Thursday 

4th Thursday 

2nd Tuesday

4th/5th Tuesdays & 5th Thursday

3rd Thursday

tpchd.org/kp

Oliver Lystad
General Manager/Lead Estimator

Vaughn, WA 98394

Patios - Driveways - Stairs
Retaining Walls - All Finishes

C 253.255.7012

oliver@lystadconstruction.com
www.lystadconstruction.com

Residential
Commercial  
Building & Remodeling
Concrete
Flatwork & Foundation

New one-level patio homes • 2 bedroom/2 bath+den • Bosch 
kitchen w/quartz • hardwood • heat pump/AC • finished garage 
• covered patio • landscaped • gated 55+ community. Built by Hendrickson Construction.  
$624,300    13801 119th St Ct NW/KP Hwy   Call Toni Monzon 253 225 4096

Mustard Seed Village is looking for caregivers. Join us in opening 
doors for a new model of assisted living. 

Come to work as you are – right here on the Key Peninsula!

Imagine being part of vital care team for resident elders – where 
your voice is heard, relied on, and valued.

• A place with competitive wages and benefits, flexible sched-
uling, and meals are provided.

• A place where there are no uniforms.

Interested? To learn more, go to mustardseedvillage.org/
our-community/employment/. Or call Denise Mecartea at 253-
900-9936 or email caring@mustardseedvillage.org

The Village is a new way of life, both for elders and the people 
who care for them. When you are at the Village, you are home.

Help Wanted
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C L I M A T E  I S  C O M P L E X  B U T  W H A T  W E ’ R E   G O I N G  T O  D O  A B O U T  I T  I S  N O T

I BUY
ANTIQUES!

• Native American Indian & Tribal

• Asian Antiques •  Old Paintings 

• Early Photos • Historic Items

• Rare & Interesting Objects

Cash Paid For 
Quality Antique Items

call or text

(253) 278-2103

RICHARD GELINAS

In “Saving Us,” Katharine Hayhoe 
suggests that the most important thing 
any of  us can do to fight climate change 
is to discuss it with others. 

She admits it can be hard to have a 
conversation on this topic with some 
people, but her commonsense advice 
is to begin with a topic that you both 
care about, so you start from a basis of  
mutual respect and understanding. 

Hayhoe spends much of  her time 
speaking, teaching and writing about 
climate change. She is both an evangel-
ical Christian with advanced degrees in 
atmospheric science. She has become a 
sought-after voice for climate activism 
and a leading advocate for communi-
cating across ideological, political and 
theological differences. She is a professor 
of  political science at Texas Tech Univer-
sity in Lubbock, Texas, and chief  scien-
tist of  the Nature Conservancy. She has 
been a contributing author on the peri-
odic reports from the U.N.-sponsored 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change as well as on several editions of  
the U.S. National Climate Assessment.

In “Saving Us,” Hayhoe describes both 
her successes and failures to commu-
nicate with diverse audiences, so she 
knows what approaches do and don’t 
work. She reminds us that people fall into 
different groups based on their beliefs 
about climate change.

Some are alarmed that global warming 
is a “serious and immediate threat” but 
may not know what they can do about it.

Others are concerned and accept the 
science that explains how the Earth is 
changing but see the threat as more 
distant.

Still others are disengaged entirely and 
know little and care less. A minority are 
doubtful about climate change and don’t 
consider it to be a serious risk. 

Finally, there are some who Hayhoe 
calls “dismissives,” who “angrily reject 
the idea the human-caused climate 
change is a threat,” and who are the 
most receptive to misinformation and 
conspiracy theories.

Hayhoe tells us how she learned to 
have constructive discussions with the 
first groups. Sadly, she has found that 
talking with “dismissives” is usually 
futile. The biggest problem, she says, 
isn’t merely denial but also the combi-
nation of  tribalism, complacency and 

fear in these people.
“Saving Us” provides a simple descrip-

tion of  why the Earth is warming.
Climate is complex, but understanding 

what we are doing to it isn’t. Earth is 
wrapped “in a natural 
blanket of  heat-trap-
ping gases. Most of  
the Sun’s energy goes 
right through this 
blanket, as it does 
through a window, 
heating the Earth.” 
As the Earth accu-
mu l a t e s  ene rg y 
from sunlight, it 
warms up to the 
temperatures we 
are accustomed to. 
If  we didn’t have 
this blanket, “the 
planet would be a 
frozen ball of  ice.” 

The problem, 
which has been 
worsening since 
t h e  l a t e  19 t h 
century, is that 
“whenever  we 
dig coal, oil or 
natural gas out of  the ground and burn 
it, we release carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere.” This release makes our 
blanket warmer, so the land and the 
oceans get warmer.  

“Saving Us” recalls and examines the 
oft-repeated and vaguely plausible alter-
native explanations to the evidence for 
human-caused climate change. Deniers 
say “climate changes all the time; humans 
have nothing to do with it” or they say 
“it’s the sun” or “it’s orbital cycles or 
volcanoes or cosmic rays” or they will 
deny that it’s even warming. 

Hayhoe demonstrates that these objec-
tions are contrived rationales that let 
people avoid confronting real problems. 
“Climate denial originates in political 
polarization and identity, fueled by 
the mistaken belief  that its impacts 
don’t matter to us and there’s nothing 
constructive or even tolerable we can 
do to fix it.”

So why aren’t the facts of  global 
climate change persuasive? Drawing on 
cognitive linguistics studies, Hayhoe 
points out that even though people are 
given the facts they may not reach the 
right conclusions.

Citing George Lakoff, a psychologist 

and linguist, people think in what he 
calls “frames” — cognitive structures 
that determine how we see the world. 

So, when we 
e n c o u n t e r 
facts that don’t 
fit our frame, 
it’s the frame 
that stays while 

“the facts are 
either ignored, 
d i s m i s s e d 
or  r id icu led .” 
Thus, if  some-
one’s frame is 
complete denial 
t h a t  g l o b a l 
w a r m i n g  i s 
human caused, 
that person will 
reject the science 
of  climate change.

F a c t - b a s e d 
arguments may 
a l s o  f a i l  w i t h 
others who are 
troubled by their 
percept ions  of  

the profound moral implications of  the 
problem of  a warming Earth. Some evan-
gelical Christians worry that responses 
to change will lead to “sweeping regu-
lations and a one-world government.”

Others cherry-pick facts, in partic-
ular the fossil fuel industry. In the U.S., 
and increasingly from Saudi Arabia, 
that industry has aggressively lobbied 
the public and Congress to slow the 
transition towards renewables. A recent 
example is the intense lobbying against 
the development of  wind farms off  the 
Atlantic coast or to keep coal plants 
open, as reported by David Gelles in a 
recent article in The New York Times.

Hayhoe shares her ultimate optimism. 
“Science tells us it’s too late to avoid 
all of  the impacts of  climate change. 
Some are already here today. Others are 
inevitable, because of  the past choices 
we’ve made, and that can make us afraid. 
Science also tells us that much of  what 
we do is actively contributing to the 
problem (and) that makes us feel guilt, 
but the research I do is clear: it is not 
too late to avoid the most serious and 
dangerous impacts. Our choices will 
determine what happens.” n

‘Saving Us: A Climate Scientist’s Case for Hope and Healing in a Divided World’
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Open 10 to 4  Thur-Sat hours may change

Key Center Corral   253 884-9333 

  

Thank you for your 
donations.  

Please make sure there 
is someone to welcome 

your donations Tuesday-
Saturday from 9:30 to 3:30.

Strengthening the Key Peninsula
Connecting the Community
For resources and information: 
www.kphealthycommunity.org

A registered 501(c)3 nonprofit  organization, EIN 86-2537545

 

All in one place.
The KP Community Office — where 
organizations provide a wealth of resources — 
located in the KP Corral in Key Center:

• KP Community Council 
• KP Partnership
• KP Free Clinic

• Project Access
• Tacoma Pierce County Health Department

Plus - a range of community information.  We’ll 
see you there! 

Order online for pickup or delivery:  
www.drivethrufeedonthekey.com 

Rewards bonus on every purchase. 5-yard 
dumptruck delivery. Large animal burial service. 
Complete selection of livestock feeds including 
XCel, Payback, Equis, Scratch and Peck, Haystack  
and Earth First brands. Wood pellets.

Call (253) 303-1260 
Open Tues-Sat 11 to 6, Sun 10 to 4 Closed Mon  
Veteran family owned & operated  
at 16915 121st St. NW/Hwy 302 
On Facebook @drivethrufeedonthekey 

Need your numbers?  
Contact us today to learn more.

When it comes to 
retirement, it’s all about 
the numbers—how much 
money you’ll need and 
how much you’re  
saving to get there.  
Find out your  
retirement numbers  

calculation. With the 
right information, you 
can move ahead and 

DOES YOUR RE T IREMEN T  
M AT H A DD UP ? 

MKT-06070-0317  Tracking #1-819240  (Exp. 02/22)

T DDO  R HCABNESO  
F  tnatlusnoC laicnani
7  evA eisnakS 109
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G robraH gi , WA 9  5338
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w  moc.hcabnesorddot.ww
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r   .CPIS/ARNIF rebmeM ,rosivda tnemtsevni deretsige 

Need your numbers?  
Contact us today to learn more.

When it comes to 
retirement, it’s all about 
the numbers—how much 
money you’ll need and 
how much you’re  
saving to get there.  
Find out your  
retirement numbers  

calculation. With the 
right information, you 
can move ahead and 

DOES YOUR RE T IREMEN T  
M AT H A DD UP ? 

MKT-06070-0317  Tracking #1-819240  (Exp. 02/22)

T DDO  R HCABNESO  
F  tnatlusnoC laicnani
7  evA eisnakS 109
S  012 etiu
G robraH gi , WA 9  5338
( 7874-488 )352   O  ecfif
( 1215-313 )352   F  xa
t  moc.lpl@hcabnesor.ddo
w  moc.hcabnesorddot.ww

S a ,laicnaniF LPL hguorht dereffo secivres yrosivda dna seitiruce  
r   .CPIS/ARNIF rebmeM ,rosivda tnemtsevni deretsige 

TODD ROSENBACH
Financial Consultant
7901 Skansie Ave, Suite 210
Gig Harbor WA 98335
(253) 884-4787
todd.rosenbach@lpl.com
www.toddrosenbach.com

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial,  
a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.

We have qualified buyers ready to buy

Qualified renters ready to move in now

NEW BEGINNINGS
Real Estate, LLC

call 253 858-7053
in Key Center at 9121 KP Hwy (at the light) 

call 253 884-2076
in Key Center at 9121 KP Hwy (at the light)  

Rental property  
professionally managed  

by local experts. 

Your one & only local 
real estate experts. 

We cover waterfront properties, 
homes, acreage, and farms.  When 

it’s time for a new beginning, 
call the New Beginnings team, 
your local real estate experts.
www.new-beginningsre.com

Property management for owners 
and renters. We handle it all for you.

Looking to rent? See what we 
have at dkpropmgmt.com

Is your property 
overgrown and  
out of control? 

 
Our compact but heavy-duty 

forestry mower is purpose-built for 
clearing small trees, underbrush, 

and a variety of unwanted 
vegetation across a wide range of 

environments.
 

For a free consultation call Dan 
Wehmeier 253-370-2391 

Ask about cost share programs

WEHMEIER  llc.
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4340 Borgen Blvd. 
Gig Harbor, WA 98332

We serve current Heron’s Key residents and others who treasure 
life in beautiful Gig Harbor. A not-for-profit community wholly 
focused on taking care of our own, we offer Assisted Living and 
Skilled Nursing for residents at Heron’s Key. If your loved one 
has Alzheimer’s or another form of dementia, we can provide 
compassion, true friendliness and highly specialized Memory 
Care at The Lighthouse.

M E M O R Y  C A R E  •  A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  •  S K I L L E D  N U R S I N G  •  R E H A B I L I TAT I O N 

Shining where 
the light is needed.

LOWEST RX PRICES IN AREA    WE MAIL PRESCRIPTIONS

PHARMACY 253 857-7797 M-F 9am-7pm, Sat ‘til 6pm, closed Sun 
STORE 253 857-7944 M-F 9am-7pm, Sat ‘til 6pm, Sun 10am-5pm

COSTLESSPURDY.COM 

LOWEST RX PRICES IN AREA WE MAIL PRESCRIPTIONS

PHARMACY 253 857-7797 M-F 9am-7pm, Sat ‘til 6pm, closed Sun 
STORE 253 857-7944 M-F 9am-7pm, Sat ‘til 6pm, Sun 10am-5pm

COSTLESSPURDY.COM 

Wishing you the very best New Year
Thank you for your support.  The Zimmerman family 

LOWEST RX PRICES IN AREA     WE MAIL PRESCRIPTIONS

independent, locally owned. from our family to yours.

PHARMACY  253 857-7797  M-F 9am-7pm, Sat ‘til 6pm, closed Sun     
STORE  253 857-7944 M-F 9am-7pm, Sat ‘til 6pm, Sun 10am-5pm

COSTLESSPURDY.COM 

Customer Appreciation Day
Wednesday, November 16 

 Celebrating from 4-7 pm

The Zimmerman family is so very thankful 

for our loyal and amazing customers.

Special Guest
Santa Claus
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Great Things for a Great Community
Founded in 1925, Peninsula Light is your member-owned, 
not-for-profit electric cooperative, providing reliable power 
throughout Gig Harbor and the Key Peninsula. We are 
dedicated to continually improving the quality of life in this 
great community through system reliability, helping you 
conserve and use electricity more efficiently and rising to the 
challenges of a rapidly changing industry.

Call 253-857-5950 or toll-free 888-809-8021
 
Open Monday-Friday, 8 AM - 4:30 PM 
13315 Goodnough Drive Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

Over 65+ years of real estate 

experience to better serve YOU! 

2 out of 3 of us live on the Key. 

jojensengroup.com

Matt Means
253-370-0260

Kimber Parker
206-948-8041

jo jensen
253-988-2231

 
Kimber Parker                 jo jensen                      Matt Means           
206-948-8041                  253-988-2231             253-370-0260                       

Over 65+ years of Real Estate     
experience to better serve YOU!      
2 out of 3 of us live on the KEY! 

jojensengroup.com 

We’re Hiring!  Jobs open now: 
Maintenance Worker 1, 2 and Part-time Custodian

Go to www.keypenparks/employment.html  
for job descriptions and applications. 

www.keypenparks.com
(253) 884-9240

January 2023
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Join us! Community Volunteers 
Senior Ride Program | Key Senior  

Information Center | Assisted Living Project 
Support Groups, Forums and Classes 

Building an 
Elder-Friendly 
Key Peninsula

            253 884-9814  
Office open Monday-Friday, 10 am to 4 pm
information@themustardseedproject.org
www.themustardseedproject.org  
Follow us on Facebook! 

Caregiver  
Support Group

 Support from people  
who understand

3rd Mondays monthly at 2pm
 

Classes Mon-Wed-Fri 10-11 am

Gentle Yoga 

Classes Wednesdays  
11:15 am to 12:15 pm

65+

SARA THOMPSON, KP NEWS

It’s not easy to be a parent. Being a parent 
in a rural community brings its own set of  
additional challenges.

“It is a daycare desert,” said Madison 
Johnson, mother of  a baby and a 3-year-old, 
who lives in Lake Holiday and teaches full-
time at Shelton High School. She felt lucky 
to find someone in the neighborhood to 
care for her children. Her husband, who has 
a four-day work week, runs “daddy daycare” 
on Fridays.

Shantell Small, parent of a 3- and 8-year-old, 
and relatively new to the Key Peninsula, said 
that isolation due to Covid made it difficult 
to connect with other families. She is a stay-
at-home mom and said that finding good 
early childhood educational programs was 
difficult. The programs offered through 
the Peninsula School District are limited to 
low-income families or for children with 
special needs.

Although there are no quick fixes to the 
childcare situation — parents find themselves 
networking with friends and via Facebook 
groups to find caregivers who can come 
to them or in-home settings that may be 
more akin to babysitting than educational 
experiences — there are programs on the 
Key Peninsula that offer support to families 
with young children and opportunities for 
connection.

Family Connects and Baby Lounge
For those with babies, Family Connects 

and Baby Lounge, part of  the Pierce County 
Early Childhood Network, help with infor-
mation and resources. Emily Poncik coor-
dinates both. She recently moved to Port 
Orchard from Austin, has a toddler herself, 
and empathizes with the challenges of  rural 
parenthood.

Family Connects launched a pilot in March 
2021 after more than two years of  planning. 
Every woman giving birth at Tacoma General 
or St. Joseph Medical Center who lives in the 
target zip codes is asked if  she would like a 
visit from a nurse three weeks after delivery. 
The visit can be via video, phone or in-person, 
and the nurse addresses physical and social 
needs and makes referrals and can schedule 
additional visits if  needed. The time between 
birth and the standard six-week newborn visit 
can be especially fraught, Poncik said, and 
there is evidence that this simple interven-
tion has a real benefit. The program recently 
hired a nurse who will cover the Key Penin-
sula. Referrals can come from providers or 
families themselves via the website.

The Baby Lounge, designed for families 

and babies from newborn to one year, started 
meeting in June 2022. Evelyn Patrick, who 
recently retired as a public health nurse and 
has years of  experience working with young 
families, facilitates. Food is provided, Patrick 
can weigh the babies and then, she said. “We 
talk about all kinds of  things, like under-
standing cues from the baby and when to 
introduce solids. It is a fun place for moms, 
dads and babies to get together to meet and 
socialize,” Patrick said.

The program is open to all and is free of  
charge. Meetings are monthly on Fridays in 
the KP Civic Center VFW Room. Preregis-
tration via the website is requested so they 
can plan for food.

Toddler Indoor Park
The Toddler Indoor Park at the civic center 

gym re-opened in November on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. after 
closing in March 2020 due to the pandemic. 
It’s staffed by the Key Peninsula Family 
Resource Center, part of  Children’s Home 
Society of  Washington. Set up with toddlers 
through pre-K, families are welcome to drop 
by for a few minutes or stay for the entire 
two hours. They have toys, slides, tricycles 
and PlasmaCars for toddlers. Families have 
just begun returning, and it offers an oppor-
tunity for children and families to connect 
after two years of  relative isolation. “My 
2-year-old Covid baby can play with other 
kids,” said one grandmother.

Relatives Raising Kids
Every third Thursday from 6 to 8 p.m., 

Lori Mertens, a family navigator at Chil-
dren’s Home Society, hosts a support group 
for families raising kids who are not their 
parents. Families share a potluck meal and 

childcare is provided.
Key Center Library
Family Story Time meets every Thursday 

from 10:30 to 11 a.m. Barbie Swayze reads 
to young children and families. Krisa Brue-
mmer, who works at the library and is a 
contributing writer for the Key Peninsula 
News, has been coming to story time since 
her now first-grade daughter was a toddler. 
“Often there would be just a few families,” 
she said. “Now the room is overflowing, 
and families linger.”

KP Kids Maker Fun at the library is sched-
uled every fourth Tuesday from 4 to 4:40 p.m. 
Kids ranging from three to 12 years old come 
together to craft science-focused projects.

Key Peninsula Co-op Preschool
The Key Peninsula Cooperative Preschool 

is a nonprofit affiliated with the Parent Child 
Preschool Organization, and recently moved 
to a new location at the Lakebay Commu-
nity Church. Kimberly Shaw, who has nearly 
20 years of  experience in early childhood 
education, is the director and works with 
one additional staff  teacher. Parents also 
volunteer. They have classes for three age 
groups. Shaw describes the class for 2-year 
olds as a “mommy and me” experience. They 
meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 to 
11 a.m. On Monday, Wednesday and Fridays 
the 3- to 4-year-olds meet in the morning and 
the 4- to 5-year-olds meet in the afternoon.

“The teachers are phenomenal,” said parent 
Shantell Small. “The parents are involved. It’s 
a little community.” She loves being part of  
the co-op, but a full-time preschool in the area, 
she said, would be a great addition. It could 
help solve the daycare problem and allow her 
to think about getting into the job market. n

Key Peninsula has Opportunities for Families to Connect
Local playtimes offer respite to families seeking interaction and community. 

Lakebay resident Ida Johnson, 2, prepares to race her mother, Megan Johnson.  
Lisa Bryan, KP News
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This levy replaces the expiring 2020 Educational  
Programs & Operations Levy. It accounts for 18% of the 
district’s budget and is critical to maintaining the quality of 
our local schools. The levy funds programs and resources 
for students not fully funded by state basic funding.
 Nurses and counselors
 Educators including specialists & special education staff
 Athletics, sports teams, after-school clubs, arts  

and music programs
 Transportation
 Early learning and highly capable
 Preventative maintenance 

This levy creates dedicated funding for enhanced safety  
and security systems, and to better protect, serve and  
prepare our students. The state provides no funding for  
safety and security projects, but safety and security are  
top priorities for our community.
 Secure building access controls
 Emergency communications systems
 Security cameras
 Student and staff devices
 Cyber security
 Equal access to technology

 

KEY PENINSULA COMMUNITY CONNECTION

REPLACEMENT  
EDUCATIONAL  
PROGRAMS &  
OPERATIONS LEVY
PROPOSITION 1

SAFETY,  
SECURITY &  
TECHNOLOGY  
LEVY
PROPOSITION 2+

Together, our levies provide essential funding for Peninsula School District programs and staff. www.psd401.net/levywww.psd401.net/levy

ESTIMATED LEVY TAX RATES PER $1,000 OF ASSESSED VALUE (AV) 
 The total local school tax rate, including both levies and the existing 

bond, is estimated to be $1.82 per $1,000 beginning in 2024. 
 This is lower than the total current rate of $2.01 per $1,000  

based on 2022 AV.

ATHLETICS ARE  
100% LEVY FUNDED

15610 89th St Ct NW - Lakebay, WA 98349

SAME LOCATION!
SAME GREAT SERVICE!

Providers:
Katie Lager, ARNP
Kiera Hayes, MD

Mimi Chau, MD (Pediatrics)
Heidi Yamamoto, LICSW (Behavioral Health)

To schedule an appointment, call:
Direct: 253-884-9221

Call Center: 253-722-2161

Services Provided:
Family Medicine - Pediatrics

Behavioral Health - Maternity
Chronic Disease Management

Free Pregnancy Tests

Community Health Care 
has been helping Pierce County families stay 
healthy for over 50 years. We serve over 48,000 
patients throughout Pierce County. We practice 
full service health care providing medical, dental, 
behavioral health, pharmacy, and other specialties.

“We strive to provide the highest quality 
health care with compassionate

and accessible service for all.
No one is ever turned away for 

inability to pay.”

Community Health Care
Key Medical Center

Learn more at: www.commhealth.org

Key Medical Center is growing!

Start the NEW YEAR RIGHT by making an 
appointment for a wellness check! 

Let us help you have a healthier 2023!

Family Medicine
Katie Lager, ARNP

Pediatrics
Mimi Chau, MD

Behavioral Health
Heidi Yamamoto, 

LICSW

Family Medicine, 
Obstetrics
Kiera Hayes, MD
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PRINT AND ONLINE CALENDARS ARE UNDERWRITTEN BY A GRANT FROM THE ANGEL GUILD

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
To add a listing for your event or find the latest details, visit keypennews.org/calendar

www.Facebook.com/AllTerrainPainting   allterrainpainting@gmail.com

Lic#ALLTETP862P4  Insured & Bonded

PAINTING  DRYWALL  
TEXTURING  MILLWORK  

WALLPAPER  HOME REPAIRS 
SIDING  PRESSURE WASHING

   FREE ESTIMATES     CALL 253-514-0997 

      What if 
you just need 
a new world? 

 
Visit                           

Mondays - Fridays 
2:30 - 6:00 pm

Red Barn Youth Center is free for 6th through 12th grade youth. 
Questions? Kellie Bennett 253-884-1594 kellie.bennett@redbarnkp.org

A D V O C AT E / R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY

98% success rate since 2006
53 of 53 cases approved in 2020

MISSION POSSIBLE
EMPLOYMENT SERVICES, INC.

Helping Disabled 
Clients Since 1992   

360-798-2920   
www.mpes.net

Jan 3 GH Literary Society 6 p.m., 
Gig Harbor History Museum. “End of the 
Wild” by Jason Taylor.
Jan 7 Bird Walks 8:30 a.m., rain or 

shine. Meet nature guide Chris Rurik at 
Gateway Park pavilion.
Jan 7 Music at the Boat Shop 7 to 9 

p.m., Eddon Boat Shop, Gig Harbor.
Jan 17 Hootenany Folk Music 2 

p.m., Mustard Seed Project.
Jan 19-21 “Puffs - Two Act for 

Young Wizards” Times vary, Peninsula 
High School Theatre.
Jan 20 Baby Lounge 12 p.m. Key 

Peninsula Civic Center. A gathering for 
connection with other parents.
Jan 21 Career and Pathway Expo 

8:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Harbor Ridge 
Middle School. Open to all PSD sixth- to 
eighth-grade girls.

Jan 21 Contra Dance 2 to 4 p.m., 
Longbranch Improvement Club. 
Jan 21 KP Lions Club Comedy 

Night 6 p.m., Key Peninsula Civic 
Center.
Jan 21 Teen Masquerade Ball 7 to 

9 p.m., PenMet Parks, Gig Harbor High 
School Commons. 

Jan 24 KP Kids Maker Fun 4 p.m., 
STEAM and science activities. Key Center 
Library.
Jan 26 KP Book Club 11 a.m., KP 

Historical Society. “Anthill” by E.O. 
Wilson.
Jan 28  CHEW Dog Rescue 

Adoption Event 12 to 3 p.m., Wilco 
Gig Harbor Farm Store.

WEEKLY EVENTS

 
   Monday Al-Anon Keys to Sanity 5 
p.m., KP Fire Station. Family group.

Monday Walks with Rusty 9 a.m., 
Gateway Dog Park/360 Trails. Dog 
Walks with Jason.

M-W-F SAIL 10 a.m., Stay Active and 
Independent for Life. Mustard Seed 
Project, 253-884-9814.

M-W SAIL 5:30 p.m., flexibility and 

balance for those over 60. KP Community 
Services, 253-884-4440. 

T-W-Th HeartFit Tue 6 p.m., Wed 5 p.m., 
Thu 10 a.m., women’s free fitness classes. 
WayPoint Church, heartfitwp@gmail.com

T-TH Toddler Indoor Park 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m., Key Peninsula Civic Center in 
the gym.

T-TH Open Activity Hours 2 to 4 p.m., 
Mustard Seed Project, 253-884-9814.

T-TH Tai Chi 9:45 a.m., KP Community 
Services, 253-888-4440.

T-TH-SA SAIL 8:30 a.m., flexibility and 
balance for those over 60. KP Community 
Services, 253-884-4440. 

Wednesday Gentle Yoga for Older 
Adults 11:30 a.m., Mustard Seed Project, 
253-884-9814.

Thursday Family Story Time 10:30 
a.m., Key Center Library, 253-548-3309.

Thursday Senior Bingo 1 p.m., first and 
third Thursdays, KP Community Services, 
253-888-4440.

Thursday KP Toastmasters 8 a.m., 
WayPoint Church, 425-243-2618.

Friday Skate Night 6 to 9 p.m., 
kindergarten to eighth grade, Key 
Peninsula Civic Center.

Saturday Eddon Boatyard Tours 11:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Gig Harbor Boat Shop.

MONTHLY MEETINGS

26th Legislative District Democrats 
First Thursdays on Zoom, 6:30 p.m. 
26thdemocrats@gmail.com

Caregiver Support Group Third 
Mondays, 2 p.m., Mustard Seed Project.

Key Peninsula Advisory Commission 
Third Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. Details at 
piercecountywa.gov/5937.

KP Business Association 
Business meeting, first Tuesdays, 6:30 
p.m., DK Property Management. 
kpbusinessassociation@gmail.com

KP Business Association Luncheon, 
third Fridays, noon at El Sombrero. 
kpbusinessassocation@gmail.com

KP Community Council Second 
Wednesdays on Zoom, 7 p.m. 

keypencouncil@gmail.com
KP Citizens Against Crime Third 

Thursdays, 7 to 8:30 p.m., Key Center fire 
station.

KP Civic Center Association Board 
meeting, second Thursdays, 7 to 8:30 
p.m., Whitmore Room, KP Civic Center, 
253-884-3456.

KP Democrats Third Monday, 7 p.m., 
Home fire station, johnpatkelly@aol.com, 
253-432-4256.

KP Emergency Prep Third Thursday, 
7 p.m., KP Civic Center, eprep@
kpciviccenter.org

KP Fire Regular Board Meeting 
Second and fourth Tuesdays, 5 p.m. in-
person and on Zoom, keypeninsulafire.
org, 253-884-2222.

KP Historical Society Tuesday Jan., 
11 a.m. at museum, kphsmuseum@gmail.
com  (Normally first Tuesdays)

KP Lions Club First and third 
Wednesdays, 6 p.m., potluck at Key 
Center fire station, 253-525-0802, 
keypeninsulalions@outlook.com

Key Pen Parks Commission Board 
meeting, second Mondays, 7 p.m., Home 
fire station, 253-884-9240.

KP Veterans First and third Mondays, 7 
to 8 p.m., KP Lutheran Church, 253-884-
2626.

Lakebay Fuchsia Society First 
Thursdays, 7 p.m. KP Civic Center, 
Whitmore Room, 253-884-2283.

Longbranch Improvement Club 
Third Wednesdays, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
Longbranch Improvement Club, 253-200-
0308 or licweb.org

Peninsula Emergency 
Preparedness Coalition Second 
Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m., check pep-c.org 
for meeting location.

Peninsula School District Board 
Meeting Fourth Thursdays, 6 to 7:30 
p.m., 253-530-1000.

Tacoma-Pierce County Health 
Department Tues and Thurs, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Key Center Corral. Call 253-432-
4948 for the schedule; Air Quality, Triple P, 
COVID-19, General HD, Water/Wells and 
Healthy Housing advice.

mailto:kpbusinessassociation@gmail.com
mailto:kphsmuseum@gmail.com
mailto:kphsmuseum@gmail.com
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CIVIC CENTER 
CORNER

Key Peninsula Civic Center, 17010 S. Vaughn Road 253/884-3456 www.kpciviccenter.org The Key Peninsula Civic Center Association, 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, fosters and promotes the civic, social, cultural and general well-being of the Key Peninsula community.

Warming  
Shelter

Civic Center is open when 
temperature drops below  
35° for two days or more.  

Call 253-884-3456 or email  
eprep@kpciviccenter.org

Call to volunteer:  
helpers needed

  

Details at www.kpciviccenter.org 

Host your own  

Private  
Skate  
Party

Lake Kathryn

Vaughn

Minter

Home

Lakebay

LongbranchLongbranch

Key
Center

VAUGHN TUE/THUR MORNING

8:55 Vaughn Elementary School

9:01 Wright Bliss Rd NW @Olson Dr NW

9:02 Wright Bliss Road @104th St Ct NW

9:03 Union 76 @SR 302/4 Corners

9:06 SR 302 @150th Ave/Lake Holiday bus shed

9:08 SR 302 @140th Ave/Lake of the Woods

9:10 SR 302 @Charboneau Construction

9:13 Lake Kathryn Village 

9:19 Purdy Park & Ride

VAUGHN WEDNESDAY MORNING

9:50 Vaughn Elementary School

9:51 Wright Bliss Rd NW @Olson Dr NW

9:52 Wright Bliss Road @104th St Ct NW

9:54 Union 76 @SR 302/4 Corners

9:57 SR 302 @150th Ave/Lake Holiday bus shed

9:58 SR 302 @140th Ave/Lake of the Woods

10:00 SR 302 @Charboneau Construction

10:03 Lake Kathryn Village 

10:09 Purdy Park & Ride

EVERGREEN TUE/THUR MORNING

8:50 Evergreen Elementary School

8:59 Palmer Lake public access 24th St SW

9:00 Palmer Lake 21st St SW @193rd Ave

9:05 KPCS Senior Center & Food Bank

9:06 Home Gas Station @KP Hwy N

9:09 167th Ave Ct NW @KP Hwy N

9:13 Food Market in Key Center

9:15 KP Hwy N @Minterwood Dr NW

9:21 Lake Kathryn Village 

9:30 Purdy Park & Ride

EVERGREEN WEDNESDAY MORNING

9:50 Evergreen Elementary School

9:54 Palmer Lake public access 24th St SW

9:55 Palmer Lake 21st St SW @193rd Ave

10:00 KPCS Senior Center & Food Bank

10:01 Home Gas Station @KP Hwy N

10:04 167th Ave Ct NW @KP Hwy N

10:08 Food Market in Key Center

10:10  KP Hwy N @Minterwood Dr NW

10:16  Lake Kathryn Village 

10:24 Purdy Park & Ride

FREE KP BUS CONNECTS
WINTER SERVICE RESUMES JANUARY 2

253-884-BUSS or 
keypennews.org/kpbus 
for interactive map and 
downloadable schedule
We’re on Facebook too!  
FREE COMMUNITY 
TRANSPORTATION 
FOR ALL AGES
PLEASE ALLOW ±10 MINUTES      

YOUTH UNDER 12 MUST BE WITH ADULT      

NO BIKES

TUE/WED/THUR AFTERNOON 

4:42 Purdy Park & Ride

4:47 Lake Kathryn Village 

4:50 SR 302 @Windermere Realty 

4:52 SR 302 @140th Ave/Lake of the Woods

4:53 SR 302 @150th/Lake Holiday bus shed

4:55 4 Corners gas station @SR 302 

4:57 Wright Bliss Road @104th St Ct

4:58 Wright Bliss Road @Olson Dr

5:00 Food Market in Key Center

5:04 167th Ave Ct NW @KP Hwy N

5:08 Home Gas Station @KP Hwy N

5:10 KPCS Senior Center & Food Bank

5:13 Palmer Lake public access 24th St SW

5:14 Palmer Lake 21st St SW @193rd Ave

5:18 Evergreen Elementary School

 

   A partnership of the       

   Mustard Seed Project, 

Puget Sound Educational 

Service District and  

Peninsula School District.

Fall ‘22 - Winter ‘23 
School Year Schedule
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SITE DEVELOPMENT

ARCHITECT DESIGN | ENGINEERING

CUSTOM HOMES 

HOME RENOVATIONS | ADDITIONS

CUSTOM OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES 

GARAGES | ADU 

PATIOS | DECKS

SIDING | ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES | 253.858.9907

R A I N I C * 8 4 0 B V 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
LICENSED | BONDED | INSURED

WWW.RAINIERCONSTRUCTIONLLC.COM

R A I N I E R C O N S T R U C T I O N

Moran’s
Portable 
Restrooms LLC
(360) 994-9544

www.moransportablerestrooms.net
moransportablerestrooms@gmail.com

Equine, Livestock & Residential Fencing  Since 1989
Warwick & Janice Bryant

Custom Farm & Fence Solutions
13108 125th St NW
Gig Harbor WA 98329
www.kiwifencing.com
#KIWIFCI055DA

800-598-3374
253-851-5494

fax 253-851-5550
becky@kiwifencing.com

EASEMENTS   SITE PLANS    
BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENTS  

Aspen Land 
Surveying LLC 
253–303–0270        

www.aspenland.com

Half a block east of the Key Center stoplight at The Landing

PARAMOUNT FIREARMS
Curators of Fine Firearms

We buy firearms and military edged weapons
I’ll come to you

253 993-4101  Barry@paramountfirearms.com
Barry Bookman - licensed dealer

Celebrating over 20 years on the Key Peninsula
Animal Care and Friendly Customer Service Our Specialties

Call (253)851-9170 or Visit Today
12615 134th Ave. NW  Between KP Hwy & Hwy 302 

 

TH13701 118  Ave NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98329

Justine Zingsheim-Nadeau, DVM
Lisa Woods-Zabari, DVM

Jaclyn Snyder, DVM

253.857.7302
petfriends@brookvet.com

www.brookvet.com

Tender Loving Care For All Your Family Pets!

 KEY PENINSULA
B A P T I S T  F E L L O W S H I P

sunday school 9 am   
fellowship time 10:15-10:30   

Worship Service 10:30

we meet at Key Peninsula Civic Center in Vaughn

Pastor Paul Jensen      253 353-2745
www.kpbfellowship.org

facebook: keypeninsulabaptistfellowship

 20+ YEARS EXPERENCE  BONDED & INSURED  LICENSE #604203872

Meet Brent and Rachel

Now in Key Center
Call 253-400-4733 for all your insurance needs

9121 KP Hwy NW  next to Capitol Lumber

Higgins Custom Construction, LLC 
 
 General Contractor 
 Custom Homes 
 Kitchen and Bath Remodel Specialists 
 Decking, Fences, Covered Areas 
 Handyman Services 
Stephen Higgins (253) 549-9275   
higginscustomconstruction@gmail.com 

 

 If you live on the Key 

Peninsula, your newspaper is 

delivered free every month.

Living elsewhere?  

Subscribe for first-class mail 

U.S. delivery at $30 a year. 

Subscribe for  

3 years and get  

3 bonus 

months free

Sign up at keypennews.org  

or mail check to KP News,  

PO Box 3, Vaughn WA 98394

Donations to support your 

community newspaper are always 

welcome and greatly valued. One-

time or monthly giving directly 

helps our newspaper continue to 

grow. Visit our secure donation 

site at donate.keypennews.org 

and exercise your generous 

community spirit.  Thank you!.
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TOP LEFT: A purple finch stands out. 
TOP RIGHT: A dark-eyed junco finds a seed in early snow. 

MID LEFT: Best dog in snow. 
UPPER MID RIGHT: Huckleberries are ready for this American robin. 

LOWER MID RIGHT: A  spotted towhee blends in between  
lichen and huckleberries. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: December snow magic. All above photos Tina McKail, KP News
BOTTOM LEFT: Winter sunrise at Filucy Bay. Phil DiGirolamo


